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' THE BOOKE 
5 M6 ee 
S AVGVSTIN, 


BISHOP OF HYPPON, 
mamyey called his SolilePies, 


that is the ſecrer diſcourſes and 
conferences of his foule 
with God. ; 


of the vnſpeateableſyyetnes of God. 
CHAP. I. 


==} Lo x Þ the fircogth 
ZX\f of my. ſoule , graupt 

EW me grace ( 1 beſcech 
NEHA thee ) that ike as thou 
Rees] knoweſt me, 1 may 
nowerhee. O my comforter mani- 
ſt thy ſelfe voto me. O light of 
ine cies, graunt,that I may ſee thee. 

A 2 Come 
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Come. ojoy of wy (pirit. Lerme fee 
thee'o delight of my harte, O life of 
my foule give me grace ro Jone thee Þþ 
OLord my God my cheife delight Jt 
and ſwtereft ſolace, youchlafe to a p 


peare vnto me ;for thou art my life, 


and all the gloric of my ſoule. Ode-þ 
fire of my harre let me finde thee, O 
loue of my ſovle, let me rouche thee. 
O heavenly brxidegroome my cheife 
dclight both without and within me, 
lerme embrace thee. Ler me poſſeſle 


thee o cuerlaſting blifle , ler me po(-ſyi 
ſeſſe rhee in rhe middſi of my harre, 
bleſſed life, and ſoucraigne ſweetnes 
of my ſoule. Let mefouerheeo Lord 
my fortitode, my force , my refuge ji 
and my deliuerer. Ler' me loue thee 
o my God, my heſper, my ſtrenge 
fortreſſe , and my ſweere hope in all 
tme of diftreſſe. Le: me embrace & 
thee the onely rrne good; ler me 
en'py thce the onely beſt thinge, 

| +. Open 


| 

of Open mine. cares. by vertue of thy 
$yorde,more peircing thenatwo-ed- 
ed {worde, cothe end I may heare 
hy, yoyce, Ler the greatnes of thy 
oyce be hearde as a thunder from 
boue 3 Ler.che (ea roarc, and the ful- 
des chereof, ler the earthe be moned, 
nd all thinges in them contained, 
plighten mine cies o incomprehen- 
ble light, ſende forth thy lightning, 
d dazell them, that they|may nor 
cholde vanitic. Encreaſethy bght- 


. hing , and dazell and trouble them in 


hat manner, as that irhfon of 


ater may appeare, andthe founda- 
ons of the waole worlde may be 
iſcauered. O lighr inuifible , giue 
ne-char ſight ,thac may ſee thee. O 
uoure of life ,crearte in me anewe 
ell, which may \-make merinne 

frer thee in the odonre of thy | 
yncmmentes; Cure my taſte, that is/ 
ay taſte , knowe and diſcerne, 
A howe 
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6 The Soliloquier 

howe greate the multirude-of rh 
ſweernes1s o& Lord, whichrhou hat 
kept in ſtore for them that ate repleÞ 
niſtied with thy loue,” Give me 
harte {o Lord ) that may thinke'oF 
thee ; aminde , tharmay lone thee 


memorie, that may muſe on-thee: aeÞ1Qi 


vnderſtanding that may knowe thee 
a will, that may alwaics be ſtrong] 


vnitedo thee, the cheifeſt and moiſſgal 


dcelightfult good. Graunt rhat 1 ma 
alwaics willy and diſcreetely lou 
thee. O life, tro whom all thin 

live, char hfe which guicth metif- 
charlife, which 1s my life+ char life, bY 


whichT live, without which Fdicfſnd 


that life , by which 1am rayſed/an 
reuieed withourwhich I'perifhe an 
am confum-d: thar life, by which F 
am comforted , withour which I az 


afflicted. Olining bfe, fweere, an?! 


worthy to be belouegd, alwaies'to b 
remembred, rcll me {I pray thee 
wher 


of 38. ff ". 7 
ere attthon? VVhere amayl finde 
Þcc,ro theend 3 may leave my (elfe, 

ad line in thee 2 Be neere ymo mein 
y minde, necre in'my harre , neere: 
1 my:mouthe, neere in my hearing, 
cercto. ſfuccoure me in time of at- 
iRtion:bagauſc I languiſbe through: 
y lone : becauſe I dre), whenſocuer 
amy without thee, and am rayſcd 
paine.ro life by rbinking on thee. 
hy fmelb recreateth me, thy re- 
zembrance healethme. Then ſhall 
be ſatisfied and never before, when 
y glorie ( © life of my ſaute ) ſhall 
ppeare. My foule greatelie defirerh, 
id almoſt fainteth throaghe the re- 
nembrance of thee, 'wben ſhall I 
me { o-my delight) and be preſen- 
d befotc thee ? V Vhy: doſt thou 
Jide away thy face © my ioy, by 
SF hich 1 rcioyce > V Vheze art thou 

idden-o. beautifull Lord ,,whom L 
demuche deſire. Iſmcllthe tweere + 
| A 4. ſauoure 
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ſauoure of thee; 1 live, and am de 

| lightedin thee, and yer Idoenorfler 
thee I heare thy voyce and amreui 
ued. But why doſt thou hide thy face 
from me? Peraduenture thou wil 
ſay : Man cannotſce me and live. Le 
me therefore dic o Lord, that 1 ma) 
ſee thee ,, letme ſee theethar 1 may 
dic to the worlde. I doenor deſire 
toliuc, but rodiec , for that my deſirc 
is to be diſlolyed, and to bewit 
Chriſt. I deſire ro die, that I may ſec 
Chriſt ;I refuſe roliue, to the end 
may live with Chcift. .OLord1zs 
| receive wy ſpirit, oy life receiue 

||| © my ſoule. O my delight drawe nyf;. 
| Harte vnto thee. © my delightfull 


foode, let. me feede on thees O my; 
heade, vouchſafe to dire& rhe ,' o 
light of mine cics, enlighrenme. O 
my mclodious muſique, tube and 
order me, O my ſweete ſmell, re- 
muc me. 'O. divine VYorde, tc- 

| - create 


-- & Anzoſtiv. 

reate me. O my praiſe, make 
She (oule of thy ſernaunt. Enrerints 
-Bt o my ioy, thar it may 1&6ioycein 
Shee. Enter into it, o ſouctaigne 
Feernes, that it may taſte:and (q- 
oure thoſe thinges, thatare ſweete, 
JO cternall light, ſhine vppon ir, that 
it may vnderſtande , knowe and lone 
Khee. For this js thecaufe, wby it 
Jdorh nor loue thee (if ir doth not 
oue thee)becaule ic doth not knowe 
Ithee t and the canſe why ir doth not , 
knowe thee, is for thar ir dothnoc 
ynderſtande thee. And the cauſe, 
- 4 Way it doch nor vnderſtande rhee, is 
for that it doth norcomprehende thy 
flight, and the ligbr ſhinerh in dark< 
nes, andrhe darknes comprehenderh 


it nor. 


O ligbr of my minde, o brighe 
fruthe, o trae charirie , who enlighr- 
rieſt cucty man comminge into this 
worlde ; cdmminge I fay into 


As the 


T0 The Soliloquies 
the worlde, but not. louinge thaſhi 
worlde , becauſe he that loucth the 
worlde , becommetrh the epnimy of 
God. Expcllthe darkenes which co 

vereth ; 4 face of the depth of my 
minde , that by vaderſtandivg it ma 

ſce thee;thbar by ſeinge it may know ei 
thee, and by knowing may loue 
thee. For whoſocuer knoweth thee, 


loueth thee, and forgetteth himſelfe:hei 


heloueth thee more them himſelfe ; 
he leaueth himſelfe and commeth to 
thee , that he may be delighted in 
thee, Hence ir proccedeth o Lord, 
that I doe not loue thee foe muche 
as'I ought, becauſe I doc nor perfet- 
lic. knowe . thee , but becauſe I 
knowe thee bur alittle, I loue thee 
bur a little, and becauſe I loue: thee 
bara little , I am bur alittle deligh. | 
ted. in. thee. Leaving thee therfore 
the true; internall,* ioy by loving 
thipges cxternal], aſlong as I wante” 

: thee 


Jpplicd my harte ro thinges that are 
aine, which with all affe&tion and 
rfouc I ought ro have beſtowed: on 
hee alone. And foe by loving yani- 
ie I my ſclfe am become vaine. 
ence it proceedeth likewiſe 0 
ord, that I doc notreioyce in thee,, 
:Heicther doe I adhere to thee. 'Be- 
: Fauſe, I delight in thinges remporall, 
bou in thinges ſpiriruall , my whole. 
inde, thoughtes and wordes are 
atangled in thinges tranſitorie , but 
hou o Lord dwelleſt.in thinges that 
dure for all eternitie, thou thy ſclfe 
being; erernitie. TAL AIVIGPOD is in, 
caucn, mine on the earche. Thou 
oueſt rhole thinges that are aboue, 
thoſe chat are heere beneathe. 
hou thoſe, tnat arc heauenly, 1 
hole” that are carthly, And when 
A 6 will 


i || vaiuſt; thouartlighe, & lam blinde: 
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will theſe thinges agree togeather, 
that are ſoc appohite one to an 0- 
ther ? | 


of the mſerie and feailtie of man, 


CHAP. II, 
VV Retche that I am when will 
my 


crowkednes be made 
correſpondent to thy righteouſnes, 
Thou o Lord loneſt ſalitarines, I ro 
beinthe companie of others. Thoy 
legcſt filence ,and I talkinge and diſ+ 
courſe. Thou loveſt veritie, and 1 
yavitie. Thou loueſt cleanlines , and 
I followe mine owne filthines. - 
. VVhat neede I fay more oLard? 
Thouarttrulygood,lI wicked. Thou 
arr righteous, I vnrightcous: thou 


* 


artholy, IPrerched, thoy art juft, I 


thou 


of 8. Anguſtin, "i 
thou attlife, and I am deade. Thou 
rt: phiſique,and 1 am ſicke. Thou arr 
mirthe, and l am melancholy. Thou 
artthe ſupreame veritic, and I am al- 
rogeather vanitie, like as euctic man 
living. VVhat ſhall I then lay o my 
Creator? Heare me © Creator. Iam 
thy creature, I haue beene forelorne, 
and gone aſtray; l am thy creature, 
andam like to die. lamef thy ma- 
king , and am come ro nothinge. I am 
apeece of carthe framed by thee, 
Thy handes o Lord have made me 
and faſhioned me: rhoſe handes I 
{ay, which wich nayles weare faſtned 
to the croſſe for me. Looke Ibe- 
ſeechethee o Lord vp6 the woundes 
of thy handes, and contemne notme 
the worke of thy handes. Beholde 9 
Lord my God, thou haſt written me 
in thy handes, reade that bande-wri- 
ting;& ſave me.Behold I ſigh ro thee 
being tyy creature, recreate me'being, 
Nv 
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my-Crearor.Bcholde, I (whom thou 


haſt made } doe crie vnto thee, rhou ffrai 


that art life reulue me, Beholde 1 
looke towardes thee being a peece 
of clay framed by thee; thou arr my 
maker, repaire me. Pardon' me-o 
Lord, for that the dayes of my life 
are ſhort ,and as ir weare hothinge. 
VVhat is man, that he durſt feake : 
to God that made him? Pardon me 
talking vnto thee. Pardon thy ſer- þ 
uant preſuming to ſpeake vynto ſoc ſþ 
oreate a Lord, Neceſlitie hathnoe 
lawe, My greife compellerh. me to 
ſpeake : the miſerie which I ſuſtaine, 
conſtraineth me to crie vnto thee, 
Being therfore ſicke, I crie ypto the 
phiſizion ; being blinde , 1 hafien 
vnto the light : being deade I fighe 
after life. Thou art wy phiſition © 
Izsvs of Nazareth thou art my 
lighc, thou art my life. O Sonne of 
Dauid take pirtie'vyppon me, o foun- 
raine 


thong 


'thouf 


Ide 1 
peece 
re my 
me-o 
y life 
Inge. 
bake 


Nn me 


y ſer- þ 


o ſoc 
h noe 
ne to 
taine, 


thee. 


o the 
aſien 
fighe 
10N © 
Tm 

he 
OoUun- 
raine 


of S. Anzuſtia, bf 

inc of metrcic, be mercifull vnto 
me. Heate what thy ficke patient 
Gieth voto thee. O light, which pal- 
eſt by, expe him thar is blinde; 
ende him thy bande, that he may 
ome vnto thee,andin thy light may 
ce light, O liuing life, recall me thar 
am deade, to life. VVhatam I, thar 
Joe ſpeake vnto thee, VVoe bero 
co Lord, pardon me 90Lord.I am 
vnhappic man; A man(I ſay)borne 
ofa woman, liuinge but a ſhorttime, 
epleniſhed with many miſcries : a 
an (I fay) become like voto vani- 
ie, compared and very well lkened 
vnto ſenfleſle bruite beaſtes: Agaive, 
what am I? An obſcure bottome- 
elſe pitt, aclodd of clay; the ſonne 
>fanger,and perdition : begotten in 
ilchines, living in wretcbednes,, 
and being 'to dic in greare anguiſh 
nd diſtrefle, O wretche, what atm 
12 O miſciable man, whar ſhall 1 
be 2 
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be ? A veſſel of ordure atid filthines, 
'a receptacle of rotrennes, full of 
ſenche and loarhſomenes : blinde, 
rice1ic, naked, ſubict ro manifolde 
neceſ:ies.; ſubie&t to miſcric arid 
morralitic , know'ng neither my be= 
ginning, nor my dyinge day. V Vhoſe 
dayes and life paſſe and vaniſhe away 
as the ſhadowe of the Moone. And 
as the bloſſomes of a tree growe and 
ſodainely wither away , ſoc doth the 

ife'of mannowe flowriſhe, & forth- 
Vith growe to decay. Mylife (Iſay) 
isa lf fraile and brittle, alife, which 
by howe miuche the more ir encrea- 
ſeth , by ſ6e muctic the more itde- 
creaſeth, by howe muchethe mare 
ir haſtneth on, by ſoc much the morg 
itdraweth nce:c ro deathe, alife de 
ceiptfull, like vnro a ſhadowe. 
© One while I am merrie and gladde, 
and preſentlie aſter ſorrowefull and 
fadde. Sotnerime ſounde , and then 


ſodaincly 


, — 


of $5. Auzuſtin. 17 
fodainely ticke; nowealive,and ina 
ſhorte- rime after I ſhalbe deade ;' 
ſometimes 'I make a ſheweas if I 
weare happic, yet ſtill iv miſerie; 
ſometimes I laughe, and fodainely 
after Il lament, And all thinges are 
ſoc ſubic& to muration, as that no- 
thing can be truly faied to remaine 


ſtable» in the ſame ſtate one onely 


hower oftime. Sometimes feare af - 
flicterh vs, ac other times ſome {o- 
daine chance affrighteth vs : ſome- 
times hunger, vexcth vs at other 
times thirſt rormenteth vs : ſomc- 
times heate parcheth vs, at other 
times colde pincheth vs: ſometimes 
ficknes' moleſteth vs , at other times 
ſadnes deieRerh vs; Afﬀrer theſe fol- 
loweth deathe before heis expected, 
bereauing wretched men by a thor - 
ſande meancs dayly. of therre lines, 
& taking them on a ſodaine before } 
they be prepared, One dicth' of 


a fcaucr, 
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a feauer,an other throughe ſorroewe, 
.one faintethand fallethdownedeade 
through hunger , an other through 
thirſt zone is drowned, an other han- 
ged; one is burned, an other with 
theteethe of wilde beaſtes is torne 
1m peeces and devoured. One is 
flaine wirh the (worde,an other poy- 
ſoned , an other dicrb being by ſome 


' ſodaine accident one!y affrighted. 


And yet a greater miſerie then all 
theſe, is, thatalbeirnothing is more 
certaine then deathe, yer man know- 
eth notthe time of his deathe; and 
when he thinketh- ro ſtande moſt 
firme, he is onerrhrowne, and all his 
hopes come to nothinge,, Becauſe 
mai knowethnor when , nor where, 
nor howe he ſhall dic, althoughe ir 
be a thinge aſlured, that he muſtdie; 

Beholde o Lord howe  greate 
mans miſerie is. in which 1am, and 
FetT am voide of feare ; Beholde 
howe 


of F, Adynſtin. 19 P 
howegreate the calamitic is, which I | 
ſuſtaine,, . and yetT am yoide of ſor- 
rowe,and dot'not ctic to thee. [will 
crie vnto thee 9 Lord, before 1 paſle 
out of this life, ro the end my paſſage 
may be nothing els, bur ro remaine 
perpernallie with thee .' 1 will ther» 
fore make knowne and difconermy 
wretchednes , I will confeſſe and 
wilb not be afhamed'ts diſcloſe my 
vildenes , Helpe me o my ferce, by 
whom I am vphelite ; ſuccoure me-o 
my ſtrength, "by whom lamſuſtai- 
ned: come o light, by-which Iee;ap- 
peare oglorie, by which I reioyee; 
appeare o life; in which I may hue,c- 
ternallicblefled;,” cucnthous Lord 
my God. 


The $oliloquies 


of the admirable light of Ged. 
', CHAPT. 111. ; 


Oo Light , which old Tobias being 
blinde did ſee, when he taughs 
bis ſonne che way of life. Thar light, 
which Haac (albcir his corporall cies 
failled him) ſawe within him, when 
outwardly he forctolde ro his ſonne 
thinges that weue to come. That 
inuiltble lighr. (1 ay} rhar ſeerhe. , 
plaincly the vnſpeakeable depthe of 
mans harte. Thar lighr,which lacob 


| | . didſce, wack he propheficd of fus 


ture cuents to his children, accar-? 


ding to that, which thou diÞ ihe 


wardly diate vuto him. Bcholde (© 
Lord} dirknes doth ouerthadowe 
the face of the borromleſle depth of 
my winde , thou att light. Bcholde 

an 


an obfcure mit 2k ouerwhelme 
the waters of my harre, thou atr the 
eruthe. 

O VVorde, by vvhich all thinges 
weare made, and without which 
was made nothing. That V Vorde, 
which is before all Livges, and be- 
fore which , there was packinge. 
That V Votde, which governeth all 
thinges, withour which all thinges 
are vothing. That VVorde, which 
in the beginning haſt ſaied; Ler 
light. be made, © and it was donne, 
Say likewiſe 'to me, ler lighr be 
made, andlerirbedonne, and ler 
me fce the ligh: , and knowe 
wharſocuer is nor light, becauſe 
withour thee darknes will be vnto 


me as light”, and light as darknes, 


And ſve withour thy light there is 
noe veritie ; there is nothing els bur. 
etrour and vanitie: there is confu-' 
hon,and noe dilcreti6,there is igno- 
rance, 
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rance, & noc knowledge; blindenes, 
and noe ſceing:going altray,andnoe 
voy in the righr way: dearhe, & 
noc h TY 


Of tbe mortalitie of mans 
|; nature. | 


CHAPT,. I'V 


B Eholde o L2rd, where light is ab- 


ſenr, there deathe is prelent ; nay 
deathe is not there preleng , becauſe 
deathe ig meerelic ngthipge, For by 
deathe we tepde r9 nothinge., whillt 
by finre we fear to doe pathing. 
Aud truly o Lord, this iuſthe hapvera 
vnto vs For we rcceive accqtding ro 
our ations, whiles (like aflowipge 
rzuer) werunue;, and comers. non 
thinge: becauſe, without thee. cheze 
is made nothing, ang we by doing 
nothing-, come49 benvothing : For F 
| | without 


of S. Auguſtin, 23 
without thee we are nothing , by 
whom all thinges are made, without 
whom there is made nothing. 

O Loxd God,thou diuine VVorde, 
by whom all thinges aremade, with» 
out whom is made nothing . V Voe 
is me poore wrietche ſoe often blin+ 
ded and deprived of fight, forthat 
$1 want thee, being the tryc light, 
VYoe is me poore wretche ſoc oftE 

ounded , for that I want thee the 

oueraigne falue, by which we are 
ured , VVoc is me poorewretche 
oe often deceined, for that 1 want 
the truthe by which we. 

, VVoe is me poore 
retche ſocoftE going aſtray, for thac- 
wantthce, who arc the trueway.. 

Voe is me poore wretche ſpe oftE 
Decade, for that 1 want thee, who-arr 
he life by whom we are reviued. 

'Voe'is mepoore wretche ſoc often 
rrought to nothing, becauſe thou rag 
| the 


24 The Soliloquies : 
the divine VVorde, -by whom all 
thingesare made , and 1 want thee, 
without whom nothing is made; 


. O Lord God;thou divine VVorde: g 


who art the light, by whom light was 
made, who art the way,the truth'and 
the life; in whom there is neither 
darknes, erroure, vanicie, nor death, 
Thou arr the light , withour' which 
darknes blindeth vs, thou art the 


way, without Which erroure deeci- | « 


veth vs, thou arr the veritie,withour 
which vyanitic allureth and deluderh 
vs, thou art the life, without which 
deathe viquiſheth vs. Say the worde 
o Lord, ler light be made,thart 1 may 
ſee the light, and eſchewe darknes: 
that 1 may ſee rhe way and ſhunne 
erroure; thar I may ſee the veritie, 8& 


auoide yanitie ; that I may (ce life-& 
eſcape dearhe. | 


Enlighcen me o Lord & my light: 
my lighrand (aluation, _— will 
care: 


+ of S. Avguſtin, 15 
feate: my Lord, whom | will prayſe: 
ty God, whom | will honoure :my 
Father, whom I will love; my bride- 


:[groome , ro whom and for whom 


onely I will line. Enlighten me © 


{Lord and my light, enlighten me ' 


(1 ay) thy poore blinde ſeruaunr, firs 


-|ring in darknes and in the ſhadowe 


of deathe, and guide my feere into 
the way of peace, by which I may 


J<nrer into the place of thy glorious 


tabernacle, cuen into the houſe of 
God, with wordes of exultation and 
confellion, For rrue confeſſion is the 
way , by which we arrive vnto thee 
the rruc way , * by which we leaue 
wandering out of the true way, and 
returne,vnto thee the true way,cuem 
the true way of liſe. 
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#Y bat it is to become wothing. 
CHAPT. V. 


will therfore make knowne and 
confeſſe my miſcrie vnto thee o fa- 
ther Lord of heauen and earthe . Be- 
cauſe [ am become wretched, and as 
one turned to nothing, and I knewe 
it-not: bqcauſe I wanted thee, who 
are the truthe . My finnes wounded 
me, and I felt it nor; becauſe I wan- 
ted thee, that art my life . They 
brought me to nothing, becauſe 1 

wanted thee, whoartrthe VVorde, 
by whom all thinges are made, with- þþ 
out whom _— is made; Bcing 
therfore withour thee, I became na.- 
thing , becaufe thar is nothing , that 
bringeth vs ro nothing . All thinges 
that weare made, weate made by the 
VVorde : But howe weare my 
made? 


_ 
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ade? God behelde all thinges he 
had made,and they weareexcecdins 
zood . 'All chiriges-therfore that are 
ade ; aro matle-by the VVorde, and 
It thinges rhat- arc. made by the 
[Vorde are exceeding good. V Vhie 
re they good? Becauſe all thinges 
remade by thee VVorde, and with- 
 lout it is made nothing, for that there 
good, which procecderb 
God the fuprearhe good. 
onrrarie wiſe; thatiseuill , which 
ontainerh in it ſelfe noe good, and 


ey bis cuill is ameete nothing, for that 


will isnothingeels, but rhe want of 
ood, cvcn as blindenesisnothing - 

ts,bur the witof Ggbr. Enill there- 
Dre-1s a meere nothing ', becauſe ie 
made wichout the V Vorde,, with- 
7 which, there is made nothinge, 
ne thar is ro be accompred cull; 
ſhock wanterh.chat good, by which 
{thingeswhatſocuer ate made Buy 

5-24 - B 3 thoſe 
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' thoſe thinges thatarenor, zre be 
made by him, & caſequeilic they are 
nothing. This therfore is the cauſe ſp 


why thoſe thinges ate euill, which 
are not made ,- becauſe all thinges.f 
wharſocuer are made, are made þ 

the V Yorde , andallthinges thatar 
made by the V Vorde,arc good. Anc 
ſichEce all chinges that are made, arch 
made by the V Vozde, thoſe thinges, 
that are cuill, are not made by bim, It 
remaineth therefore,tharall chinges 
thag arc not made, are not good , be 


cauſe all thinges, thatare made, arcanc 


good ; whence it followeth, tha 
thoſe thinges are cuill, which are you 
made, and c6ſcquenzlic are nothing 
becauſe withour the VVorde ther 
is made nocthing.Euill therforc isn 
thing , becauſe itis not made. V V harſh 
i$ it then,if ir be nor made >. Surelic 
nockiog els bur the privation ,and 
want of that gqod, by which -=m_ Fr 

made, 


| perly be faicd to be, becauſe wir 


z ANC 


od i 
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made. V V herfore to be without the 
Vorde is cuill, which cannor pace 
out 

e VVorde there is nothing. Bur 
whart is itto be ſeparated from the 
Vorde?If youdeltre'ro knowe this, 
care firſt what the YVorde is. The 


{Bdivine V Vorde ſaicth of himſclfe; I 


am the way, the rruthe,, and the life, 
o be ſeparated therfore from the 
Vorde, is to be withourtthe way, 
hecruche, and the life, and therfore 
o be without bin), is tro be nothing, 
d conſcquenrly cuill, becauſc its 


| eparated from the VVorde , by 


ich all chinges, weare made cx- 


ceding good, To be feparared ther- 
ore from the VVorde, by which all 
hinges weare made, is nothing cls, 
Þut co. ceaſe to be, and returnets 
;eÞnothing, becauſe. without the worde 


here is nothing, wherfore as oftE as, 
Bz thou, 


_ © eare thisrime;thar forſakivg”thee,, I 
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thou dofſt ſwarue from that whichis 
00d,” rhoudoſt ſeperate thy ſelfe 
from the VVorde, (which js the true 
00d ) and ſocthowbecommeſt no- 
thing , becauſe thou art withoutthe 
VVorde , without which there 1s 
made nothing. 

- Beholde © Lord thou haſt 'en- 
lighrned me, co the-end, [| might be- 
holde thee, by which meanes | have 
ſcene andknoweh my ſelfe ; being 
nowe aſſured,rhat as ofren as I. have 
been ſeperarcd from thee, bauc be- 
pocanden eos: becauſe I have for- 
- Fottenthee the 
ide by that meanes bauc becoific 
cuill.Poore wretche that l am, howe 
came it to paſſe;thar 1 did norknowe 


became nothing? Bur why doo I de- 
maunde that queſſion? For howe 
coulde 1 defire toknowe' thee ,! af 1 


was nothing 2? VVe knowe full well, 
that 


onely'rrac good,andf 
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thateugilis nothing, and chat which 
3s nothing, hath noe being;thar like- 

wiſe which is noz good-, 'hath noe 

being, becauſe ir isnorhing . If cher- 
fore I was nothing, whEI was with- 
out thee, I was as nothing , and like 
vntgan image or idall, which is no» 
thing: which hath caresand hearerh 
not;noſtrilts andſmetethnor:which 
hath cies, and {cerh nor : which hath 
2 mouthe , aud ſpeakethrnor: which, 
hath» handes , and-handeleth noGg. 
which hath feere', and walketh nor, 
and finally hath the fv1meand ſhape 


' of rhemembers ofa.man, © withous, 
thevſoand feeling of them. | 


- - The' S#litoquies - 


of the wiferable eNiate of the ſeule | 


being inſinne, 


CHAPT, VI. 


| —_——— 2s I vvas ud. 


S ourthee, Ivvasnor, for that I 
vras nothing , and therfore I. vvas 
blinde, deafe, and vnſcalible, becauſe 
I. did 'neither diſcerne yyhat vyas 
good, 'nor ſhunnethat vyhich vyas 
evill, neitber, did I fecle the greife 
of the vvoundes vrhich I received, 
nor ſce the darknes, in vyhich1li- 
ued: and the reaſon vyas , for that 


I vyas vyithour thee the true lighe,-” 


enlightning eucrie man coming into 
-this vyorlde . "They have vyounded 
me (alas) and I hauc nor greiucd, 
they bauc violently drayyen yn 

I] have 


'] my comfort in time of 
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I bauve not felc ie: becauſe I vvas no- 
thing , for that I yvas vvithour life, 
to vyitt the divine V Vorde, by which 
yveare wade all thinges. For this 
cauſe & Lord, and my light, minc 
enimies haue donne to me vvhat- 
Joeuer they vvoulde, yea they have 
{triken and ſtripped me, they have 
defiled and depraved me, they haue. 
yrounded, and killed me., becauſe T 
departed from thee, and became as 
nothing vyitbourrhce , VVoc is me 
oLordand my life, vvho haſt made 
me, vyoe is memy light, vvho haſt 
directed me. O Lord my God defen- 
der of my life, take pittic of me , and 
raiſe mefrom deathe, for thouarr 
my hope,my ſtrenght, may Rgges and 
celtic, be- 


holde mine eanimiecs , & deliver me, 
Letthoſe that hate nic, flic before 
me, and letme liuc in thee by thee, 
For-they, a Lord behelde me, and 
ſccing 
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ſceing me without thee-,- they baue 
deſpifed 'me. They have devided 
amongetliem, the garments of ver- 
rues, With which rhou badſtador- 
ned me, they haue made my as it Þ 
weare theyre highe rode vvay, | 
ſing ro'and fro ouer me,and treading 
me vader theire feere; they haue de- 
filed thy holy remple anin me de- 
folate, and oppreſled with greife. I Þ' 
went after them being- blynde and 
naked, and intavgled inthe ropes of 
finnes: they drewe merounde about 
after them: from one 'ſinne-into an 
other; and from one filthities into an 
other, and/l went (as one dijuen) be- 
forethem , hauing notthe force to 


- with ſtande them, 1 was sAHante; and 


flaucriewaspleafing vnto mov was fc 
blinde,andÞblingnes was delighefull 
ynto'me;1 was bounde; neither did | 
abhorre ty bandes;I thought ſaure 
to be ſweete,and ſweetero be'ſower. 

”"_ { was 


[ 
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was vvretched and tn miſerie, and 1 
nevve it not; and the reaſon vyas, 
ecauſel vyas vvithour Vordec, 
vithout vvhich vvas made nothing, 


dy vvhich all thinges are preſerued, 
ad vvithour vyhich a1 thinges re- 
urne-to nothing . For as'by him all 
inges vycare made, and vvithour 
im vvas made nothing: even foe by 
im all thingesare prelecued, that _ 
re contained either in heauen, or in 
arthe, orinthe ſea, orin the bot- 
pmleſſe dephre. Neither vyoulde 
ne parte ſtick to an other in a ſtone, 
rin any other thinge created, if 
hey vycare not preſerued by the 
Vorde,by rvhich allthinges vyeare 
amed. Letme therefore ſtick and 
here to thee o diuine VVorde; for 
at as oftenas I haue vyandered 
vay from thee , I ſhould have. 
ithered avyvayin my ſelfe, if thou 
ryho didft firſt create me) hadſtnor 
recreated 
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recreated me. I have-finned, & tho 
haſt vilited me. I have fallen;& tho 
k aſt [xl hane been ignoran 
and thou baſt raught me 1 have beer 
blinde, and thou hat cnlighined me 


Of the manifo{de benehtsof almizhs Ny | 
God, 


CHAPT. VII. 


O My God,gravtthat 1 vnyvorth: 
vvretche may ſee, hovve much 
am bounde to loue thee. Graunt rka# 
I may-ſce , hovve I am bounde r& 
prot e.thee.. Graunt that I may fee 
ovrve much | am bounde to plea, 
thee. | 7 
Thunder (0 Lord) from abou 
vvith a greate and ſtronge voic 
into the internall' care of my ha#te 
teache me 'and ſave me , and 
vvill praife race : vvrho vyvhen 
vyas" nothing , baſt created ſue 
yyho 
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$#h6,when 1 was in darknes, haft en- 
phrned me;who,whenT was deade, 
zaſt raiſed me; who withall manner 
Hf good thinges fro'my very yourke, 
alt fed'& refreſhed” me,nouriſhing 
e with thy gtcareſt guiftes and 
praces,, being a pborc vnprofitable 
yorme ſtinking through the abomi- 
pation of mine taiquirties. 
Open vnto hee key of Dauid;who 


 Yopeneſt, and noe mithutrerh againſt 
him, ro whom thou'openeft: who 


ſhurteſt, & noe man openerh to him, 
Toainft whom thou ſhatreſt: open 
Foto me the doore of thy light, rhat 
W may enter in'& ſce,and knowe,and 
with my whole' hart confeſſe vnto 
hee, for thar thy mercytowardes me 
; <5 greare, andrhou haft deliuered my 
Mole from the loweſt hell. 
O Lord our God, howe wederfull& 
wozchy ro bepraiſedisthy namein the 
a whole 
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vyholevyorlde! VYhat is man 


Lord, thatthou art mindfull of him, ſſſ;.. 


"or the ſonne of man , _ that thou vi- 
ficeſt him?O Lord the hope of good 
. men, and theirerovyne of Iefenſe, 
O God the life of my ſoule, , by 
which 1 line, without which I dy. 
O light of mine cics, by which 1 
ſee., without which I am blinde. 
Oioy of mince harte, andcomforte 
of my ſoule , graunt that I may 
love thee with all my harte , and 
with all my minde , and with 31l 
the force and ſtrenghr'that I haue, 
becauſe thou haſt loued me firſt. 
And whence hapneth this voro me 

o Creator of heauen and earthe and 
of the bottomleſle depthe , who 
needeſt notmy goodes? VVhence f: 
hapneth this vnco me, that thou' 
ſhouldeft in this ſorre loue me? O 
diuine wiſedome , who openeſt the 
niouthes of thoſe that arc Dp" 
O di- 


hanksgiuinge, that I may rehearſe 
*Kll the benefitts, which thon haſt 
deſtowed vpb me fro the beginning, 
Beholde I confeſle - therefore 

o haue received my being from 
'Shee ; becauſe chou haſt created me, 
nd haſt preordained to create 
ne and to nomber me amonge 
by creatures from all erernitie, yea 
rom the beginning , and "AK 
hou madeſt any thinge \, before 
ou didſt extende the heauens, be- 

ore the bottomeles depthes had 
cite being,before the worlde was 

2amed, before the mountaines or 

Sills weare founded, before the ri- 
ers flowed: before thou didſt make 
y of thoſe thinges, which thou baſt 

ade by thy worde, thou didſt fore- 
c by the infallible providence of 


C 2 thy 
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of the futuee dignnie of man; 
© HAP T. V III. 
| V V Hen that therefore which is 


perfett is arriued, that which 
is partly onely ſhalbe difanulled, 
which willbe, when we ſhall be ad, 
mitred ro beholde thy face appa- 
rentlie. VVharwillthE hinder vs co 
be almoſt equall ro the Angells 
whom thou ( o Lord} at that time 
wilt crowne with a crowne of hope; 
which'is adorned with gloricand re- 
nowne : whom thong” with vn- 
ſpeakeable favoures wiltgraceas thy 
fiends , yeawe ſhalbe in all thinges 


Iike, and _ tothe Angells, Thy & 


eruthe- dor 
ſame, ſaying ; They ace equaliro che 
Angells , and are the ſonnes of God. ſhe, 

| Y Vhat 


likewiſe teitifis the hi 
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hat - are they but rhe ſonnes of 
od; if they arc <quall to the An- 
pells + They ſhall withour doubt be 
e ſonnes of God;becauſe the ſunne 
pf man is become the ſonne of God. 
Through this c6ſiderarion I durſt 
poldly affirme, that man is nor onely 
-lmoſt cquall to the Angells, noe 
hor equal) ohely , bur higher in dig- 
hitic and ſurpaſſing the Angells, be- 
auſe man is God and God is man, 
jotan Angell . VVherfore I durſt 
vouche;; © rhar man is the moſt ex- 
ellefit of all creatures : becauſe the 
FW Vorde, whick in the beginning 
as God with God; the VVorde, by 


7hich God in the beginning created 
| thinges, the ſame Y Vorde hath 
« Þccome fleſhe,and dweltin vs, & we 
ue ſeenc the glory ofir. Loe this is 
C 4 _ the 
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the glorie, by which 1 glorie, when- 
{ocuer I gloric, as I-onghr. Loe this 
is the ioy,by which I reioce; when- 
ſocuer-I reioyce'as. I ſhoulde, eucn 
thou o Lord my God, thelife, and 
onely gloric of my loule, 

I cofelle therfore ynto thee o Lord 
my God, that thou haſt creared me, 
in a manner equall cothe Angells, in 
that thon haſt created me capavle of 
reaſon: for that by meanes of thy di- 
vine VVorde, lam inpoſlibilitie to 
become equall to the Angells , . that 
by meanes of thy,onely . begotren 
VVorde, I may be adopted to be thy 
ſonne © Lord, to be thy ſonne I ſay, 
by the meanes and merits of thy be- 
loued ſonne lagvs Chriſt, in whom 
thou baſt beene well pleaſed , being 
thy onely ſonne,& heire,& our onely 
Lotdand redeemer, cnligthner, and 
comforter, being our aduocate with 
thee, 


hen- 
* this 
hen- 


cUcn 
and 


Lord 
me, 
Is, in 
leof 
y di- 
ie to 
thac 
tren 
thy 
lay, 
 be- 


10M 
cing 
nely 
and 
yith 
nec, 
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thee,and the light of our cies; who is 
out life, our Sauivur,, and our onety_ 
hope, who hath loued vs more then 
himſelfe, by whom we haue an aſſu-. 
rederuſt an4 confidence, and acceſſe 
tro come to thee, becauſe he hatch 

iven them power to be the ſonnes 
of GoI, that beleige in his name. 

I will for euer o Loid praiſe thy 
holy name, who by creating me ac- 
cording to thine owne image, and 
likenes, haſt made mie capable of foe 
greate glotic , as to be the ſonne of 
God. 

The trees, ſtones, and all chinges 
els wharſocuer, that are moued; of 
growe , intheayre, orin the ſea, or 
on the earthe haue nor, this pri- 
uil:dge & prerogatiue;Hecauſe thou 
haft not given thE power by meanes 
of thy V Vorde, to be the ſunnes .of 
God ,, for that they are depriued 
Cy of 
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of reaſon. Becauſe this power doth 
depende of the reaſon, by which we 


knowe God, Bur he hath ginenthis 
power to men, whom he hath crea- 
red reaſonable according to his 
- owne image and likenes. And I 
oLord, like as by thy grace Iama 
man, ſoc likewiſe by thy grace Tam 
in poliibilitie to be thy ſonne,which 
is a prerogatiue which they cannot 
attaine vero. VVhence proceedeth 
this loc greate a good vnto me © 
Lord, the moſt {oueraigne truthe, 
and true ſouerajgntic, the originall 
& beginning of all creatures , V Yhar 
is the cauſc heereof oLord, thatl 
ſhoulte be able ro become thy 
ſovne, & they cannot? Thou artthe 
cauſe o Lord, who remaineſt fot 
ever, who haſt created aſwell the one 
as the other, Thou haſt created both 
men and beaſtes, the ſtones , and the 


grecne gralle growing onthe groude. . 


Theie 
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There weare not any precedent me - 


ritrs or preceder grace becauſe thou 


haſt created all thinges, being moned 
therevnto by thy onely goodnes. All 
creatures before theire creatis weatre 
equallin merics , for thattchey weare 
all yoide of merits. V Vhatrthen hath 
cauſed, thy goodnes to be more li- 
berall rowardes me thy creature , 
whom thou haſt endewed with rea- 
ſon,then towardes all others thatare 
voide of the ſame? VVhy amnor TI 
like ynto allthem, or all they like 
vnto me, or I alonelike vnto them? 
VVhar merits of mine, what grace- 
or goodnes was there in me to de» 
ſerue the ſame? to witt, that thou 
ſhouldeſt make me capable co be the 
ſonne of God , which prerogative 
thou haſt graunted to none of them? 
Beirfarro Lord, from mine imagi- 
pation, that I ſhoulde thinke this ro 
Cs - pra- 
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roceede from any merits of mine, 
hy onely grace and goodnes harh 

beenthe cauſe of this, ro theend I 

mightbepertaker of the ſweetnes 

thereof. 

I beſeeche thee therefore by that 
grace, bythe whichrhou haſt created 
me, thar thon wilt giue me grace, 
ro the end I may be gratefull for this 
grace recciued from thee. 


Of Gods omnipotent povver, , 
CHAPT. IX, 


T Hy omniporent hande (o God) 


being ſtill one and the ſame hath ' 


created Angellsin heaue, & wormes 
on the catthe, nor being more cxcel- 
lent in the cxcation of the firſt, then 
of 
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of thelater. For zsnoe other hande 
coulde creare an Angell: foe noe 
other couldercreate a worme, As noe 
other coulde create heauen: ſoe noe 
other coulde create the leaſt leafe of 
a tree... As noe other coulde crears 
the body,ſfoc noe other coulde cauſe 


foe much as one haire of rhe heade 


ro be cirhet white, or blackee. But 
the ominipotent hanle of thy ma- 
jeſtice createrh all thinges with alike 
facilitie . Neither is it more polhble 
vnto1t to creazea worme, { Hom an 
Angell, nor more impoſlible ro 1n- 
large the heauens then aleafe', it is 
notmore caſie vnto 1t to makea 
baire, then a body: nor more harde 
to lay the foundation of the carthe 
ypon the waters , then the foun- 
dation of the waters vpon the 
earthe . Bur all thinges , vvbar- 
ſoeuer it vvyoulde, i hath made 
(as it yyoulde) in heaucn, and in 
carthe, 
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earthe, inthe fea, and inthe. bot- 
roweles depthes, making me like- 
wiſe amongſt all other thinges,cuen 
as it woulde,coulde,& knewe howe. 

Veriely thy hande { o Lord 
coulde haue made me a ſtone, or a 
birde, or a ſerpent, or'ſome brute 
beaſte; knowing, full well howe to 
doc it, yet woulde not, by reaſon of 
thy great goodnes. The cauſcthere- 
fore, why Iam not a ſtone, or a 
tree, or ſome brute beaſte, is, for 
that thy goodnes hath otherwiſe 
ordained, neither weare there any 
precedent merits of mince , tha 


myght claume the ſame, 


Jy mu 
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Of the incomprebenſible prayſe 
d 


of God, 


C HAPT. X. 
V V Hart hath cauſed thee o Lord 


to be ſoc good and gratious 
ynto me, and howe ſhall I be able 
wotthily to prayſe thee? Fot as thou 
haſt made me without me accordin 
as 1thath pleaſed thee, ſoc likewiſe 
thou art prayſed wichour me, cuen 
as it plealeth thee, Thou © Lord arr 
thine awne prayſe . Let thy workes 
avs thee, o Lord according tothe 
zitude of thy greatenes, albeir 
thy prayſe be incomprehenſible. Ie 
cannot be conceiued inthought,nor 
expreſſed with wordes', nor per- 
cetued by the heating , becauſe theſe 
are 


| 
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afe tranfirotic and fleering, but thy 
praiſe is cternall and eucrlaſting. 
The rhovght hath his beginning & 
likew:(c his ending , the voyce yetl- 
deth forth a ſounde,, and the founde 
ſodainelie paſſeth away, the earc 
hcareth,and the hearing quickly cea- 
ſeth wichout making any long ſtay: 
but thy praiſe cadureth gerpetually. 
VVho then can worrhly praiſe 
thec?or what man isable to expreſle 
thy praiſe, ſeing thy praiſe isnorrra- 
firorie, but durable for all eternitie? 
Thtt man praiſecrh thee, that be- 
leiveth thee ro be thine owne praiſe. 
" Thar mi praiſeth thee, that acknow- 
ledgeth that he is vnab!e to cxpreſſe 
thy ry: . In thee © Lord is our 
praiſe, (who art thar praiſe that en- 
dureth alwajes)in thee {hall my ſoule 
be praiſed. 
V Ve (0 Lord) doc not praiſe thee, 
bac 
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but thou thy ſelfe praiſeſt thy ſelfe, 
borh by thy ſclfe, and in thy (elfe , & 
we likewiſe hauc prajſe inchee. The 
haue we true praiſe, whE we receive 
praiſe from thee, when the light ap- 
proueth the lighr, becauſe thou, that 
art the true light, giueſt crue praile. 
As often therfore as we ſecke praiſe 
and commendation from any other 
Guing from thee, ſoc often we looſe 
thy praiſe, becauſe that praiſe paſ- 
ſcth away,, but thine endureth for 
all erernitie . If we ſceke tranfi- 
torie praiſe we loole that which 
cndurerth alwaics : If therfore we 
delice to obtaine that praiſe which 
is cucrlaſting , ler vs not loge that 
which is tranfirorie/and fleering, 

O Lord. my God the eternal” 
praiſe, from vvhom proceedeth 
all praiſe , and. vvithour vvhom 
there _ is noe" praiſe , I am 
not 
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not able to prayſe thee without 
thee; let me poſſefſe thee, and 1 will 
ray ſe thee . For what am | fo Lord) 
of my ſelfe , that I ſhoulde prayſe 
thee, Verily 1 am nothing els bor 
duſt ; and athes, a deade dogge 
turned into carion, a worme, and 
meere corruprien., VVhar am I 
(o Lori God moft powerfull, the 
breathe /and life of every living 
creature! that I ſhoulde prayſe thee; 
| Whoſe dwelling is eretnitie; 
Shall darknes prayſe the light; or 


death life .Thon ar: the lighr,l am 


darknes : thouartlife; I am' dearhe. 
| Shalt vanitie prayſe veritie > Thou 
| artveritie', and I am a man wholy 
| addicted to vanitie Howe then ſhall 
I be able (oLord) to prayſe thee? 


| Shall my miſerie prayſfe thee ? $hall-- 


| that which ſtinketh prayſe thar 
| which is fweere? Shall wans mour- 
| ralitie , {which is to day , and is 
| gone 
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gone to morrowe) prayſe thee? Shall 
man preſame to prayſe thee being 
bur rortennes 'and corruption, and 
che ſonne of mi, being buta worme? 
S$ball he preſume to prayle thee, that 
it begotcen, borne, and broughtvp 
in finne and iniquitic . Verily thy 
prayſe doth not ſceme faire and com- 
tnendable in the mouthe of hin, 
whole life is abominable. Let thy in- 
com prehenhble power therfore ( & 
Locd my God ) prayle thee, lerthy 
boundlefſe witedome, and vnſpeake- 
able goodnes prayſes thee, Le: thy 
ſupereminent clemencic , and ſuper- 
abundant mercie piayſe thee. Ler 
thy cucrlaſting verrue and diuinitic 
prayſetlice. Ler rhy moſt omnipo- 
tent power, apdthyſurpaſſing greare 
lberbtie and lou by which thon 
haſt created vs}prayſe thee o Lord 
GoJthe veric life of my ſoule. 


of 
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of the hope , which vye ought to bane 
k in God. | 


CHAPT. XI. 


B Vtlo Lord that am thy creature, 
- being placed vnder the ſhadowe 
of thy winges will put mytruſt in thy 
goodnes, by which thou haſtcreared 
me.” Permit nor that to periſh 
through my malice, which ichah 
pleaſed thee ro make through thy 
oreate poodnes, Permit not that ro 
periſh through my miſcrie, which 
thou ftaſt vouchſafed, ro create 
Tags 6 thy ſurpaſſing greate mercy. 


{ 
For what profir is there in my crea” 


tion ,if I ſhall deſcende juro corru- 


ption ? 

Haſtthou o God in vaine created 
all the children of men? Thou © 
Lord created me,gouerne that which 
* thou 


ane 
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thou haft created. Deſpiſe notT be- 
ſe=che thee the workes of thy hides. 


Thon haft made me of nothinge ;1f 


thou (o Lord) doe ngr gouerne tne, 
I ſhall *againe' rerturne to nothing, 
Forlikeas, when [ was nothing of 
my (elte, thou haſt made me of no- 
thing, ſoc, if thou doe nor goucrne 
me, | ſhall againe of my ſelfc returne 
to nothing. 
Helpe me o Lord,and my life,that ' 
3 may not periſhe through my 
wickednes.If thou{o Lord)hadft not 
created me, Iweare nothing, now 
(for thatthop haſt created me) lam 
ſomething. If thou doe not gonerne 
me, I ſhall ceaſe robe ſomerhing, 
and returne to nothing.” For ne1- 
ther my merits nor any ſpecial 
orace in me-haue compelled thee 
ro create me', bur thy gratipusx 
goodnes - and mercie. Let the 
ſame 


w 
k 
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fame loue of thine o Lord my God, 
which hath heeretofore enforced 
thee to create me,enforce thee nowe 
likewiſe to goucrne me For whar 
doth it profit me, that thy .charitie 
hath conſtraincd rhee ro creare me, 
if I periſhe in my miſcrie, and thy 
right hande doe not rule me. 

Let this thy clemencic ({ o Lord my 


God)enforcethee ro fant chat which | 


is created, which hath enforced thee 
to create that which was .vncreated. 
Let that: charitie cauſe thee to ſaue 
we, which hath cauſed thee to create 
me; being itis noclelſe nowe,then it 
was' then , thou thy ſelfe being thax 
charitie , who arr ſtill rhe ſame. 

Thy hande o Lord is notgrowne 


| ſhorrthatic canor helpe me, neither . 
| thy care become ſhurr, thatir cannor 
| heare me; bur my ſinnes haue made 
a diuiion berweene me, andihce, 
| berweene darknes and light, bc- 


[WCCnec 
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tweene the image of death, and life, 
berweene. vanitic and yeritic, be» 
tweene this life of mine, which 
changeth as the moone, and that of 


thing , which is ſtill the ſame. 


af the ſnares of coneypiſcence. | 


CHAPT. XII. 


T Heſe are the ſhadowes of dark- 


nes, with which I am ouerwhel- 
med in the bottomeles dongeon of 
this obſcure priſon, in which 1lic 
proſtrate groucling on the grounde, 
vnrill the day appeace , andthe {ha- 
dowes be departed , and light be 
made in the firmamenr of thy vertue. 
Let the voyce of ourLard with 
power and magnificence pronounce 
ſaying: Letlight be made, and ler the 
darknes be difperſed, ler the drie 
lande likewiſe appeare, and Jerthe 
- carthe 
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ceatrche 'bring forth greene hearbe, 
producing the ſeede and goodfruite 
of rhe iuſtice ofth y kingdome. 

_ *© Lord my father and God, the 
life, by: which all rhinges fide - and 
without which all chinges are to be 
accopred as deade, permir me not to 
liggerin lewde thoughtes, and deli- 
ver me from proude & lofrie lookes, 
Take from me a!l carnall concypiſ- 
cence & ſuffer me not to be of a bold 
and boaſting minde , but” poſſeſle 
my harte, tharicmay alwaies thinke 
of rhee:- 

Enlighren che'cies of mine vnderft3- 
ding tharthey, may ſee thee, and nor 
be exalted fitfthy preſence, o glotic 
everlaſting, but letthem rhinkehum- 
bly, nor looking over curiouſly on 
thoſe wonderfull thinges, that arc 
aboue them. Let Them looke vppon 
thoſe thinges , that are on the right 

kande, 
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hand, and not vpon thoſe onthe left, 
that are Lileabogvatoches. Lek thy - 
eic;lidds likewiſe guide my foore- 
itepps, for that thy cic-liddsJooke- 
into the ations and thoughtes © 
the ſonnes of men. 

Breake and bruiſe my vnlawefull 
luſte with thy (weetenes, which thou 
baſt reſeraed for rhoſe that feare 
thee, to the end I may with anecter- 
nall defire couet thee; leaſte my im» 
rernall zaſte { being through vanities' 
enticed and deceaued)eſtecme birrer 
to be ſweere, and ſweereto bebitrer, | 
darkenes to be light ,/aadlightro be 
darkenes,that1 may $ free from 
ſuche1a multitude of ſnares ( where- 

' Bvith' all the worlde is repleniſhed } 
{which our gboſtly ennimis hath pla- 
cd in the way ofthis life that we are 

to Walke in, rherby to enſnare 
he  foules of ſache as finne; 


D YYhich 
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VVhich he that aw, ir omirted nor 


to tell vs of, ſaying: V Vharſoeuer is | th 
inthe worlde , is ether the cocupiſ- th 
cence of the fleſh, or the concupiſ- I n© 
cence of the cies, or pride of life. Be- | far 
holde o Lord my God; the whole || vi 
worlde is full of the ſnares of concu- || m) 
piſcences,, which my ghoſtly enni- Þf fou 
mies haue peoparen to intrappe me | My 
in , and who ſhall be able to auoide || vh 
the? Verily he, fro whom thou ſhalc Þ A: 
take away the concupiſcence of the || my 
cies,leaſt the c6cupiſcence ofthe cies Þ be 6 
doe entrappe him, and from whom ff fiy b 
thou ſhalc take away the concupiſ- I teth 
cence of the fleſh, leaſt the concupiſ- I cue 
cence of the fleſhe entice him, and fight 
from whome thou ſhalt rake away a {| bein; 
bolde and boaſting minde,lcaſt pride thy p 
of life doe craftely deceaue bim, Ol g 


howe happie is he, to whome thouſſthe c: 
ſhalt afforde this fauoure,, becauſe 
ſuch a one ſhall palle withour dager, 4 

: VVker-f 
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V Vherfore 1 beteeche © thee for 
thine owne ſake ( o my Reegdeemer ) 
that thou wilt helpe me, thar I may 
not fallin the fohic of mine aducr- 


ſaries, being raken in the ſnares; 
which they have prepated to cncrap/ 
my feete, therby rg auerthron R 
9 : bur delig s 
my ſaluation) leaſt: eg. 
which hate thee Hawone reticgs =Y 
Ariſe o Lord my God, (t 


c 


"2 


z0u thatare * 

forritude )and let thine ennimics 
be diſperſed; let rhoſe that hate thee, 
fly betbes thee, yealikeas ware mel- 
teth away before che face of the fire 
cuen ſoc let finners'conſumein thy 
ſighe : Bur let me remaine ſafe , 
j being hidden in the fecrer place of 


ide $tby preſence, where abounding with 


all good thinges, Emay reioyce in 
the companie of thy children. Liſten 
0Lord God'rirto the cric of thy chil- 
{ren (who arta father to the father- 

LE Ds teſfſe, 
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lefle, and a mother ro ſuche asare in 
diſtreſſe,) and ſtietch forthe thy 
winges,that we may flic-ynder them 
from the face of our. aduerſarie , o 
rower of the fortreſſe of Iſrael, who 
wilt neither lumber. -nor leepe in 
carding and defcnding Iſrael, for that 
the ennimie doth neither lumber 


nor Nlecpe, that oppoſeth Iſracl. 


of themiſcries of man, and themaniſolde 
benefits of almighty. 
; God. 


% CHAPT. XIIL 


Light, not ſeene by any other 
light, o brightnes, not beheld 


by w7 other brig ftnes; That Lgbe 
at 


thar_darkneth all other light, t 
brightines, that maketh;dimme a 
externall brightnes, . 


hee 
hy 
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O light from whichall light is de- 
riged , 0 yon , from which all 
hem | brightnes doth proceede ; thar 
ie ,0 f|bcightnes, in compariſon of which all 
who ſbrighcnes 15 bur dimnes, all light bur 
pe in {darknes. That light, in whoſe pre- 
rtbat Fence, all dimnes is turned into 
m:ber ſbrighenes, all darknes into light, 
K © (upieme light, by noc cloude cn- 
Icloudcd, by noe miſt diminiſhed,by 
noe darknes darkned, by noe obſta- 
iſoldefſclc encloſed, by noc ſhadowe ſeuered 
and devuided. 

O light , which cnligheneſt all 
hinges wholy, togeather, ſcuerally 
and for cucr, let me be abſorpt by 
hee into the bortomleſſe depth of 
o;herfhy brightoes , rhat on cucric fide I 
chel defnay ce thee in thee , and me in thee, 
£ Ligh &nd all thinges vader thee. 

, tha} Forſake me nor (o LordI beſceche 
une althee) leaſt che darknes of my igno+ 


” 
s . 
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Jance and fſinne increaſe, Verilie . | 
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without thee all thinges are darknes, 
and finne vnto me , becauſe nothing 
is good without thee the true, ſole, 


| and ſoncrzigne good. I confelle and 


icknowledge © Lord my God, that 
where ſocuerT am wirhour thee it fas 
reth not well with me, neither with. 
our nor within me , becauſe withour 
thee { o my God) | eſteemeplentie 
to be pouertic. I ſhall then becon- 
tent and not before, to wit whenchy 
glorie (hall appeare. Give me grace 
likewiſe o Lord, who att my onely 
felicitie rhar I may confeſſe my mi- 
ſerie vnto thee; 1 confelſle therefore, 
that aflonge as the multiphcitic of 
temporall afaires did diſperſe and 
_ dzuide me(following my ſenfualitie) 
from one thinge' into many , ta wit 
from the ſupteame and onely good 
thacis fro the vnirie of thy fk ro 
ſoclonge 1 had painefall \Entie and 
| © plemtifull povertie, couch ng many 
| thinges, 
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s, || thinges,and finding content in none, 
ag |f forthat 1 founde not thee ; within / 


le, || me, the aſſured, ſingular; inſepatable 
ad Þ|f and ſole good, which having nowe- 
at | gotten, 1 am noe more ſubje@ts 
fas Þ ncede, which hauing obtained'Tam: 
h. | howe hoe more payned and greiued, 
ur || which having nowe in poſleſſion , 
tie | my whole defire is farisfied. | 
n- |- This isa miſerie(me thinke)aboue 
hy Þ| other miſerics robelamented to fee 
ice fhowe my miſcrable ſoule dorh for- 
ely lake & ibaadeh thee, in whoſe com- 
ni- {| pavy ſheeis alwaicsTiche '& gladde, 
re, | &adhercthro the worldepwirh whs6 
» of Fihec is alwajes poore and {adde. The 
nd E worlde cricth ynto vs ſaying, I fade, 
tie} and thou fo Lord } calleſt vnto vs, 
wit Eilaying,l feede ; and yet norwithftan- 
od Nding ſuche is my pernerſe miſcrie, 
that irmaketh choice rather to fol- 
lowe hitn that faderh , then him that 
ſedeth me. ; 

D 4 This 
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This is my inficmitie and diſcaſe. 
Cure the ſame o Phiſirion. of our 
ſoules, ro.the end, I may with my |} the 
whole harte acknowledge vnto thee | alti 
(@Sauiour of my foule) rhe manifold |} del: 
benefits, with which thou haft nou- Þ ucr 
riſhed me from my tender youth, yn- {| bci1 
till-cheſe my old and laſt decrepic ff tho 
yeares. Joy 
-For'thine.owne ſake'/o Lord) 1 be- Bſoc. 
ſeeche thee norro forſake me : when f{thy: 
]-wis nothiug, thou haſt created me, Ffor c 
when | was coſumed through ſfirne, mor, 
thou haſt redeemed me when. I Frouc 
was paſt recouerie, & deade through } Th 
mine iniquitic , thou baſt come fj/ous 
downe from beaven yoro me,taking fri 
ypon thee my mortalitie, thou I fay 
being a king and ' Lord ſoc puiſſant- 
baſt laraded from heauen voto thy Þ" 
Naue, and ſcruant, rendting chy ſelfe &# 
eapriuc to. reſcrue. him a liuc , yea 
thee. 


thi 
hai 
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thou thy (clfe halt died, and by dying 
haſt ouercome deathe, to the end 
oy || thou mighteſt reſtore merolife , ex- 
ce || alting me to my former dignitic , by. 
11d Þ} debaſing thy. {elle ro ſoc greate po» 
u- © uerty.V Vhen I was vtiterly vndonne, 
/n- || being gone aſtray, and ſolde to finne, 
-pir thou haſt come iuto the worlde for 

my redemprion , and haſt loged me 
be- Nſoc dearely, as that thou haſt giuen 
en fithync owne blood. for a rtanſome 
for me ; thou haſt loued me (o Lord), 
ne, [more then thy (elfe,, in that thou haſt 
a 1 Erouchſafed ra dic for me, 
vgh | Thou baſt therfor is this maruai- 
"me [ous manner, .and with ſoc deare a 
ing price recalled me from baniſhemepr, 
| lay fſ-<dceemed me from ſeruitude, deli- 
Tant-oercd me from puniſhment, . na- 
; thy (a<d me after thine owne- name, fi- 
ſelfe ſencd me with thine owne blood, 
o. the cnd I might alwaics 
carrie 
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carrie abour me a memoriall of thee; 
never ſuffering # ro deparre from 
my harte who to redeeme me didfſi 
nor departe from the crofle. 

* VVith the ſame facred oyle with 
which thou weart annointed rhou 
haſt arnointed me in bapriſme, ro 
the end that from thy name ( Ch:iſt) 
I might be called a Chriftian. 

Beholde thou haſt written mein 
thy handes , thatthou maieſt ſtill be 
mimndfull of me, yer with rhis Proui- 
ſo, that 1 be likewife ftill mindfull 
of thee. Thus rherefore, and after an 
vaſpeakeable manner hath thy grace 
and mercy alwaies 'preuenred me. 

Thou haſt likewiſe { o my deliue- 
rer) dehnered me many times from 
many 'and maruelous mighty dan- 
gers. VVhen I hauc gone our of rhe 
way thou haſt direfted me when! 
haue been ignorant,thou baſt inſtru- 
Qed me,wheThauc finged, chow haſt 
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cotrefed me;when I have been for- 
rowfull thou haſt gladded me; whe [ 
have been in deſpaire, thou haſt c6- 
forred me; when I haue fallen chou 
haſt rayſed me; when 1 have ſtoode, 
thou haſt ypheld me; when 1 haue 
trauailed, thou haſt conducted me; 
when [ bave arrived, thou haſt ea- 
rertained me; whe I haue ſlept, thou 
haſt guarded me; when 1 have called, 
thou haſt hearde me. 


Hoyve God doth continuallie looke into 
the aftions and intentions 
of men, 


CHAPT. XIV. 


Heſc , and many other benefits 
thou haft beſtowed ypon me: (© 
od the life of my ſoule)of which to 
peake, thinke and thanks, thee, -ir 
pughr at all times to be a thinge 
ſpectc 
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{wcete andplcafing vnaro me, tothe 
end that, w.chall my hacre; and with 
all my ſoule, aud with all my minde, 
and with-all my ſtrength, and, with 
ail the powers of my ſoule and ho- 
. dic 1 might alwaics praiſe aud loue 
thee for all, the benefits, which l 
haue receiued from thee , { o Lord 
my God) who art the bleſſed ſweet- 
nes of thoſe thardclighr in thee, 
Howe be if thy cies doe ſe the 
mainyfolde imperfections that are in 
me. Thy ,.caes I ſay, are more ſhi. 
+ ming then the ſunne ,” ſecing on cuc- 
rie ide all the wayes of men (yea 
penetratinge the botrome of the 
borromeleiſe .deptbe ,):ſoe thar: in 
all places, and perperuallic they doc 
beholde: choſe. char. live well, and 
chole that J;ue_ wickedly . For fi- 
PEER thou doſt gouerne all thinges, 
ing cache one of them, being at 
all tunes, and in all places wholic 
4 - "preſent, 


2 
We © 


augr 
thin 
neirt 
dino, 
F ©] 
ble, 


thing 


Tom 


eutly 
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4=cſcnt, raking care likewiſe of all 
thinges, which thou haft created; 
{becauſe thou doſt hare none of 
thoſe chinges which thou haſt fra- 
ith F med) thou doſt cofider all my foore- 
00- I ſtepps and paths ſoe narrowclie, 
ouc } watching night and day over my cu- 
h 1 F ftodie, marking all my waies ſoc dili- 
ord gently , and looking vppon me per- 
cct- F peruallie, euen as if thou weare for- 
getfull of all other creatures contai- 
rhe ned in heaucn or earth, & hadſtcare 
C1 Yofnoe other ſauing of me onely. 
ſhi- Thy cie-fight likewiſe is neither 
cuc- Faugmented by looking vppon one 
(]<* Fthinge onely { it being immurable ) 
the Yreirher is it diminiſhed by behol- 
te i ding.diuerfe thinges and innumera- 
bl. Becauſe thou doſt ſee many 
, and thinges at once (albeit different one 
"rom an other) as plainely and per- 
ng, Wctily, as if thou didft looke but 
ppon oac onclie, Thou therfore 
E doſt 
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doſt beholde all thinges ar once , af- 
eer the ſame manner as if thou didſt 
beholde bur one onely, and all 
thinges ſcnerallie as if they weare 
bur one onely; that is, without 
diuifion , variation , or_ dimini- 
ſhing. 

VVhence it followeth, that thou 
being alwaies one at all times, do? 
without time beholde me wholy at 
once, and continuallie, even as if 
thou hadſt no other thing to thinke 
vppon , guarding and proteQing me 


in that manner, as if thou weareſ;.. 


mindfull of me onely, and forgerfull 
of all others. Becauſe thou art al- 
waies preſent, and ready to come 
vnto me,,as often as 1 am ready x0 
enterraine thee. 

VVhither ſoever I goe, thou (0 
Lord ) doſt not forſake me, vnleſſe 
firſt forſake thee ,and wherſocuerl 

| am 
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am, thou art there w.th me becauſe 
thou art cucrie where, to the end 


all F thac whither ſocuer 1 goe, I might 
al finde thee, by whome 1 am preler- 


vedin ily being, leaſt I ſhouldpe- 
tiſhe without thee, for rhat withour 
thee, I ſhouid preſently rerurne-to 
nothing. 

Verily I confeſſe that what thinge 
"FYorthinges ſocuer I vndertake to doe 
2mro doe itin' thy fight, and that 
which 1 ynderrake to doc whatſoc- 
ver it be, thou doſt beholde more 
lainely, then I whicham to doeir : 
becauſe thou art preſent with meat 
"Þc doing of cuerie thinge, copri- 
wallie markirg all my thoughtes, 
ntentions , delightes, and aftions. 
The defires and imaginations of 
y minde, whatſocuer they be , are 
t all times knowen and apparanr 
ato thee, Thou o Lord knoweſt fr 

E 2 whence 


Ll 
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whence the ſpirit or ſoule of man || ca: 
proceedeth, where ir abiderh, and ff ſee 
whither ir gqeth, for that thon art 
ke that doth ſearche inco the ſoules 
of all men, who knowcit beſt (bcing Þ 819, 
the internall indge) whether the ff Ctat 
roore ," that bringeth forthe faire 
leaues, be {weete or ſower, lookingfithy 
likewiſe narrowhe into the vetief}atth 


ovcly, but gocft farther , and by theſſthe r 
infallible truthe of thy light doſt ga-ſFhic 
ther, nomber, ſce, and ſeeke out theſpward 


according to the internall hacte oFv1 
the roote, which is hidden , fronfviſe { 
whence the intention of him thahce. 
worketh hath his beginninge. 


Thou © Lord dolt bcholde ,th 


hou « 
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cares doe heare, and thy cics doc 
ſee- and configer what mine inten- 
tion is, when I vndertake any thinge 
wharſocuer I hauc in my imagin:- 
n6,& in wharſocuer | doe take dele- 
(tation, theu 1 fay doſt marke, con- 
fider, note , and write che ſame in 
thy booke, be it gopdor cuill thar 
atthe day of iudgment, (whentheſe 
thy bookes ſhalbe opened, and 
men are tobe judged according to 
the thinges in them contained ) thar 
{which is good may by thce be re- 
varded , and that which is cuill, pu- 
niſhed. 

This is that, peraduenture, wher- 
pfrhou haſt forewarned vs ſaying : [ 
Jviil conſider the thinges , that laſtly 
ill happen vnto the. And tharlike- 
Fvilc(o Lord) which is written of 
Shce. He confidereth the end of eve- 
ie man : for that in all our doinges, 
hou doit more narrowely marke 

E 3 the 
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the end and ſeope of the intention, 
| for which they are donne, then the 

meere art of 1m that doth them. 

Now when | p6der this diligently 
in my minde (0 Lord my God who 
art terrible ro beholde, and of innin- 
cible fortirude) I cannot but be mar- 
uailouſlic affraicd and aſhamed, con- 
fideringthe great neceſſ tic we have 
to live 1uſtly and vprightly,we being 
ro doe all our aftions in the ſight of 
him that is to be our iudge, who 
ſecth all chinges appazentlie, 


That man without the aſiftance of 
Gods grace, is able to doe 
nothing of himſelfe, 


CHAPT. XV. 


| O God moſt powerfull and potent 
ouer the ſpirits or ſoules of 3 
fleſh, whoſe eics behold all the waics 


1 


orent 
of 3 
Waics 
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of the children of Adam, . from the 
day of their birthe, varill the day of 
their death, to the end , thou maicſt 
render to euery man, according to 
his aftions be they good or cuill, 
reacke me (1 beſceche thee) howe to 
confelic vnto thee my pouertie; be- 
cauſe 1 haue heererofore vaunted 
that I was riche & needed nothing, 
not knowinge that I was poore, 
blinde, naked, wretched, and in mi- 
ſery,for that I thought my ſelfe to be 
ſomething when I was nothing, I 
ſaied with my ſelfe, 1 ſhall become a 
wiſe man, and I became a foole . I 
thought my ſclfe to be prudent and 
diſcreere, & I was deceived, for that 
I nowe perceiuc that it is a guift 
oratis by thee given, without who 
we can doe nothing, beraule, vnlcefle 
thou o Lord guarde the cirty, he 
watcherh bur in vaine, that guardeth 
the ſame. 

E 4 'Thus 
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Thus (o Lord) by leauing me,and 
rou'ng, me, thou haſt taught me to 
hs my ſelfe,nort in reſpe of thee, 
that chou mighrſt know me, but in 
reſpe&t of me, that I might knowe 
my ſelfe , becauſe ( as I have alrcady 
faied) I rbought my ſelfe r& be ſome- 
thing of my (elfe , and ſufficientof 
my (elfe ; neither did 1 perceive that 
it was thou that didſt gouerne me, 
vnrill rhou didſt fora while forfake 
me , whervppon 1 forthwith fell, by 
which I did ſee and knowe, that it 
was thou that didſt governe me, 
and that my fall hapned throughe 
mine owne faulre, and my ariling 
againe to grace, by the meancs onely 
of thy grace. 

Thou haſt opened mine cies (o 
diuine light}thou haſt awakened and 
enlightned me , ſoe that nowe l lee 
that mans life is a tempration vppon 
eatth ; ncither hath fraile fleſh, or 
any 
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any mortall man living iuft occafion 
ro glorie of hiraſelfe before thee, or 
ro preſume of his iuſtification , (i- 
thence all the good we haue, be ir 
lictle or greate proceedetrn wholy 
and freely from thee, neicher can 
we attribute any thing iuſtly ro 
our (clues, ſauing onely our iniqui- 
tie. 

V'Vherof then ſhall any mortrall 
man glorie? ſhall he glorie of his 
iniquitie? This is -nort glorie, bur 
meere miſerie. Sha!l he therfore 
oloric of his goodnes? ſhall he glo- 
ric of that which is an othe:s? be- 
cauſe all goodnes and glorie is thine 
o Lord, and belongeth ro thee, He 
therfore, that vſurpeth thartglorie 
to himlclfe thatis duetorhee, is a 
thiefe and a robber, avd like vnto 
the diuell , who deliced ro bereaue 
thee of thy glorie, For he tnardeli- 
tech ro be prayſcd in reſpet of the 
Es ouifr 
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guifr which rhou haſt given him, and 
dorh not {eeke thy glory therein,bur 
his owne ; albeirinrclpectt of rby 
guiſthe be praiſed of men, yer by 
thee he is thought worthy of. blame, 
for that with that guift which thou 
haſt givemhim, he hathror ſought 
thy glory, but his owne. But he that 
is praiſed of men being by thee 
thought worthyof blame, will nor 
be defended by men,when thou ſhalt 
ivdge him, nor freede by them, 
when thou ſhalt condemne him. 
Thou therfore o Lord who didſt 
forme me in my mothers wombe 
permite me not to fall into that re- 
proachfull infamy , as to be vpbraic- 


ded as one that woulde bereaue thee. 


of thy glory. To thee is dve all glorie 
who art the author of al! goodnes, 
but to vs, ſhame and miſery,who ac- 
cording to our deſerrsate worthy of 
all wretchednes, weate it not that 
thou 
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thou doſt rake pitty vpon vs. 

Thou o Lord,art pittifull indeede, 
full of compaſſon rowardes all men, 
& hating nothing of thoſe thinges, 
whichthou haſt niale, beſtowing 
vpon vs many benefits , &enrichin 
vs with thy greateſt guifts ; becenls 
thou doſt favour thoſe that are 
friendlefle, making them to abourde 
with the riches of chy goodnes. 

Bcholde now o Lord, we ate thy 
poore diſtreſſed children, we are thy 
Intle lock, open thy gates vnto vs,rc 
the end, that thoſe that are poore 
may feede and be filled aboundantly, 
and thoſe that ſeeke thee, may praiſe 
thee eternallie, 

I knaweo Lord and confeſle, (be- 
cauſe thou haſt inſtruted me } that 
they onely that acknowledge them- 
lelues to be poore and needy,8& cons' 
feſle vnto thee their pouerty , ſhalbe 
enriched by thee, in ſve much, 
E 6 that 
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that they that imagine themſelues 

riche (being indeede pooteand nee- 

dic) are not to expect any ſpirituall 
vifr, or grace from thee. | 

VVhetiforeo Lord my God, I doe 
acknowledge and confeſle vnto thee 
my pouertie, rendring vnto thee all 
glorie, fall being thine and due vnto 
thee) becauſe all rhe good thar is 
donne by me , proceedeth wholy 
from thee. 

I confeſle o Lord, (like as thou 
haſt taught me} thatI'am nothing 
cls, but mecte vanitic, the ſhadowe 
of deathe , a darke botromeleſle 
dungeon ,a voide and vpprofitable 
plot of grounde, bringing forth no- 
thinge withour thy bleſſing , the na- 
turall fruit thereof being confuſion, 
ſinne, and cternall death and dam- 
nation. All the good that cuer I had 
heretofore, 1 Fadit from thee, dx 

16 
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the good I haue likewiſe atthis pre- 
ſent, is wholy thine, and proccedeth 
from the handes of thy liberali- 
tie, Ee 
V'Vhen I have ſtoode vpright, it 
hath-vcen by thy aſſiſtance, when I 
haue fallen, it hath been through 
mine owne negligence: when was 
fallen likewiſe , I ſhoulde for cuer 
haue remained in the mire if thou 
hadſtnor raiſed me:and being blind, 
I ſhoulde for cuer, have becne blind 
if thou hadſt not enlghtned me. 
VVhenT was fallen 1 ſhould never 
haue riſen , if thou hadſt ner with 
thy hand rayſed me; yea after thou 
haſt rayſed me, 1 ſhoulde haue fallen 
againe immediately, if thou hadſt 
not vpheide me. Iſhoulde likewiſe 
haue periſhed many times, and been 
vtterlie yndonne, if thou hadſt not 
gouerned me. 

Thus © Lord, and in this manner 
E 7 hath 
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hath thy grace and mercy preuented 
yl fromr'me to time & continually, 
eliuering me from all miſhapps,that 
might haue befallen me , preſeruing 
me from peril!s that are paſt, delive- 
ring me out of thoſe that are preſent, 
and ſtrengthning me againſt thoſe 
that are ro come: curtt.ng in ſvnder 
before me the ſnares of finne,remo- 
uving likewiſe all canſes and occafiss 
ofthe fame; for if thou hadſt nor af- 
forded me this fauoure , I ſhoulde 
baue committed all ſortes of finnes 
whatſocuer. Becauſe | knowe (0 
Lord} tnat there is noe ſinne com- 
mirted by one man, which another 
coulde nor likewiſe doe the ſame, 
if mans Creator, by whom he was 
made, did not afliſt him. 

Thou therfore haſt cauſed and c6- 
maunded me to abſtaine from ini- 
quity, giuing methy grace, that I 
might belicuc in thee, For thou © 

| Lord 
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Lord dieſt diretme to doe thar 
which was to thy glory, and mine 
owne faluation, giuing me graceand 
vn-erſtanding , that I might auoide 
adulcerie, or all other finne. 
Of the dinell, end bismanifolde 

tempiations, 


CHAPT. XVI. 


He trempter was abſent, & thou 

haſt been rhe cauſe that he was 
abſent; time and place haye been 
wating,& thishath happned through 
thy farherly diſpolins. The remprer 
was preſent, hauing opportunitie of 
place and time, bur thou haſt kept 
rac from conſenting vrto him . The 
tempter came to tempre me in his 
owne deformed and ougly forme; 
11d chou haſt given me courage 
to cont: mne him , The tempter 
came 
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came as 'aF armed _ with 


_ greate puiſlance and power,And thou 


haſt fortified me, and enfecbled bim, 
co the end;, he might nor vanquiſhe 
me, The tempter came being tran\- 
formed into an Angell of light, and 
to the end he might nor deceive 
me, thou haſt rebuked him , and 
- given me light that I might knowe 
him. 

Th's is that feirce and fiery Dra- 
gon, the old ſerpent , which is.com- 
monly called the Diuell and Satan, 
hauing ſcuen heades andten hornes, 
whom thou haſt created ro be delu- 
ded inthe wide ani ſpatious ſea of 
this tempeſtuous worlde, in which 
there arc infinite multitudes of crea- 
rares that creepe , and of beaſtes 
boch ſmall and greate, (that is di- 
uerſe fortes of dinclls} who day an 
night doe nothing els but range 
about ſceking whom they may de- 
uoutrc, 
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youre, if thou deliucr vs notfrom 
theire power.” | 

This 1s that old Dragon, who in 
Paradiſe had his beginning , who 
with his taile caſteth downe ro the 
grounde the thirde parte of the 
ſtarrs of heauen , who poiſonneth. 
the waters of the world with his 
venime,that mE may dy by drinking - 
of them, who trampleih vpon golde, 
asif it weare durte, or mire, having 
a confidence thar the river lordan 
(rhat is righteous , & religious men} 
will lowelikewilc into his mouthe 
being of that wonderfull ſtrength & 
power, a8 that he feareth noe man 
whatſocuer. 

And who then ſhall defende vs 
from his biting and ſlinging 2 VVho 
bur thee o Lord can keepe vs from 
being devoured by hum, who hat 
broken the heaces of rhe greate 
Drago? 
$iretche 
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Stretche forthe o Lord {we be- 
ſeeche thee , the winges of thy 
mercy oucr vs, that we may flic 
vnder them from the face of this 
Dragon , that doth perſecute vs, 
and ſaue vs from his hornes with 
the ſhi-lde of thy defence, Be- 
cauſe the onely thing that he doth 
and harh alwaics defired, 1s to de- 
vo''re the ſoules, which. thou haſt 
ercaced. 

VVherfore ( o Lord on? God) we 
cry to thee, beſeeching thee to de- 
liver vs from our dayly aduerſaric, 
who whether we flcepe or wake, 
cate or drinke, or wharſoeuer we 
doe els, ccaſeth nor by ail meanes, 
day and night, by bis deceiptes and 
cunning deuiſes , ſometimes openly, 
ſomerimes lecretly ro ſhoot his 
poiſoned arrowes at vs, that he 
may kill and murther our foules . 
And 
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And yet o Lord, bchold out madnes, 
for that albeit we ſec this Dragon 
comminge againſt vs with open 
mouthe , readie to devoure vs, 
yet we leepe, and play the wan- 
tons laſciuiouſlic in our lafines, as 
if we weare ſecure in his preſence, 
that defireth nothing els, butrode- 
ſtroy vs. Our cnnimie a{vvaics 
watcheth withour fleepe , that he 
may lay our (oules, and we will not 
awake from llcepe,that we may ſaue 
our ſelues. 

Beholde he hath laied infinite 
ſnares before our feete, and hath 
filled all our waies with many pit- 
falls and ginnes, therby ro entrappe 
our ſoules. And who ſhalbe able ro 
eſcape them? He hath laied ſnares 
in riches, he hath-laied ſnares in po+« 
vertic, he hath laied ſnares in meate, 
in drinke, inrecreation , in ſieepe, 
and 
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and in watching:be bath laied foares 
in our wordes, and in our workes,& 
in all our waies. 

VVherfore we beſeeche thee © 
Lord :o deliuer vs, from the ſnares 
of theſe Hunts-men, & from ſharpe 
and bitter wordes; that we may con- 
feſle vnto thee ſaying: Bleſſed be our 
Lord , who hath not giuen vs asa 
prey vnto theire reethe . Our ſoule 
15 eſcaped, cucn as a ſparrowe out of 
the ſnare ofthe {ouler. The ſnare 1s 
broken, aad we aredelivered. 


That Ged is the lizhe of the iuſt, 
CHAPT. XVII. 


E Nlighten mine cices,o my Lord & 
my light, char | may ſee lighr,and 
walke in thy hght, and cfcape from 
falling inte his ſuares . For who is 
able ro eſcape thoſe his manifolde 
Inates, 
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ſnares, vnleſlc ke ſee them? And who 
is able to ſee them, if thou withrhy 
light doe not enlighten him? Becauſe 
he(being the father of darknes)dorh 
hide his ſnares in darknes , that all 
thote may be taken in them that are 
indarknes: to witt the children of 
darknes, who aredepriued of thy 
light, in which whoſocuer walketh 
ſhall nor feare.. Becauſe whoſocuer 
walketh in the'day time , ſtumbleth 
nor, but he that walketh in the night 
ſeaſon, falleth,and hurteth bimſelfe, 
becauſe the lightis notin bim, 
Thou (o Lord) artthe light, thou 
artthe light of the children of light, 
thou att che day, that knoweth noe 
ſunn-ſerring, in which thy children 
doe walke without ſtumbling , and 
without which a!l they that walke, 
are in darknes, for that they wanr 
thee, the light ofthe worlde, to di- 
ret theme 
Bcholde 
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Beholde we dayly fee, that the far* 
ther of any one is from thee the true 
| light, the more he is ouerwhelmed 
with the darknes of finne, and the 
more heisindarknes, the lefle he 
ſeeth the ſaares, tharare ſ(crt inv his 
way , and conſcquentlie knoweth 
them th: leſſe, by which meanes 
he is drawen, and fallech more fre- 
quentlic into them,and yet knoweth 
not that he is fallen, which is-a 
thing, that aboue others ſhoalde 
caule vs todeteſt ſinne, For he that 
knowerh not that heis fallen, is by 
ſ-e muche the leſle carcefull ro ariſe, 
by howe much the more he thin- 
keth himfelfe ro ſtande. 
Nowetherforeo Lord my God, 
who artthe light of my mine , en- 


lighten mine eies, that 1 may {ee,and 


knowe, to the end I may nor fall 
inthe ſighr of nine aducrlarics. For 
our 


f 
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our aduerſaric the Diuci|laboureth 
vrrerly to deſtroy vs, whom we 
deſire, thou wilt cauſe to be con- 
fumed before our face , cuen as 
waxe is conſumed before the face of 
the fire. 

Becauſche {o Lord) is the fiſt 
and laſt robber, who conſpired ro 
bereaue thee of thy glory-: who 
being (wollen and puffed vp with 
price, burſt & fell on his face, wham 
thou ha'l throwne downe hcadlong 
from thy holy hill, and from amidſt 
thoſe fiery ſtones, amongſt which he 
walked. | 

Andnoweo Lord my God, & my 
life, fince the time he hath fallen, he 
ceaſeth nor to perſecute thy childre, 
And through the hatred. he hath 
againſt thee,(o king of infinite puil- 
$ice)he deſiceth to deſtroy this crea- 
ture of thine, whom thy omniportenr 

goodnes 
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_—_ hath created according ts 
thine owne image, to poſleſle that 
glory , which he hath loſt by his 
pride and inſolencie. 

But thou o Lord (thar art our 
force and fortreſlc)bruiſe and cruſhe 
himin peeces, that he may nor de- 
uoure vs thy lambes : and enlighten 
vs with thy grace , that we may ſec 
the ſnares which he hath laied to 
entrappe vs, and may eſcape to thee 
oioy of Iſrael. + 

All theſe thinges thou knaoweſt (0 
Lord) better then we, who knoweit 
his enmitic and deſpite againſt. vs, & 
his obdurate obſtinacie. Neither dce 
I ſay this, as'onethat woulde in- 
forme thee, { for that thou ſeeſt all 
thinges, ſoc that our leaſt rhoughres 
arenot hidden from thee)bur before 
the feete of thy maicſtie, ( o eternal! 
Iudge) I complaine againſt mince 
aduerſarie, to the end, thou maicſt 
damnc 
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damne him,and ſaue vs thy children, 

whoſe force doth depende of thee. 
Verily this mine aduerſarie j o 

Lord) is wily, turning and winding 

FE diuers waics , {oc that the wilines of 

mz. ! 

q his waics and the forme of his coun- 
e- 

renance is very hardly knowne, vn» 


ten : 
he lefle thou i[luminate our vnderſtan- 
{ ro | $i0g- For ſomerimes he is hecre, ſo- 
hee | Perimes there, ſometimes hetranſ(- 


formeth himſclfe into a lamte, 1o- 
 (o metimes into a wolfe, lomer!1mes 

into darknes, ſometimes into lighr, 
s.& [ling diverfitie of temptations, ac- 
cording to qualities, places,& times, 
and according to the variation of 


thinges. 
ſt all For to deceiue thaſe that are ſad, he 


hres | 
0 kemeth ro be ſad , ro mocke thoſe 
-na1l (*batare merrie, he-maketh, as if he 


veare merrie: to.delude ſpirituall 
men, he changeth bimſclfe into an 
Angell of light; to ſubdue thoſe that 

F be 
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be feirce, he becometh milde like a 
lambe; & ro deuoure thoſe rhat are 
mildehebecometh feircelik-a wolfe. 

All theſe temptations he putteth 
in praCtice, according to the like- 
Itkoode he bath, rhar they will rake 
effet, to the end he may terrific 
ſome with feare by night,otherswi:h 
the arrowe that fAlyeth by day orhers 
with ghoſts & gaftly viios walking 
in darknes, others through fear: 
of invaſions, _ others with diabol:- 
call temptations that happen at 
noone-day. 

VVho then is able to knowe theſe 
thinges , & to finde out his fallacies? 
VYVho is able to deſcribe the forme 
of his attire , and the hidcous order 
of his teethe? , 

Beholde he hideth his arrowes in 
the quiper , and coverecth his ſnares 
, vnder the forme. of light, in ſoc 
much that iris athing almoſt mew? 
4 c 
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fible to perceiue them, vnleſle we re- 
ceiue _ from thee o Lord (who 
artour hope) by which we may ſce 
all thinges. 

Neither doth he hide his ſubtile 
ſnares in the workes of the flcſhe 
onely, which are eaſiely percciued, 
nor in vices onely, but alſoe in Reli- 
gious ates themſclues, making vices 
ro ſcemeto be vertues, & changing 
himſelfe into an Angell of lighr. 

Theſe and many other abominable 
—_— doth this ſonne of Belial, 
Sata the diuel endeuoure to practice 
againſt vs, lying in waite ſomerimes 
likea Lis, ſometimes like a Dragon, 
openly & ſecretly, within and with- 
out, by day and by night to beteaue 
vs of our ſoules, Bur thou © Lord 
who ſaucſt thoſe that truſte in thee, 
deliuer vs from him we befecche 
thee; that he may gricue to (ce vs 
dcliucred, and thou ( for the ſame) 
CY F2 maycſt 
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mayelt by ys be prayicd, o Lord our 
God. 


A further achnovvledging of the 
benefits of God. 


CHAPT. XVII. 


] Therfore the ſonne of thy hande- 
mayde, hauing already committed 
and commended my. ſelfe into the 
hands of thy mercic, will nowe with 
my whole barte confeſle ynto thee 
(o Lord my delivercr) and call to 
minde all the benefits, which thou 
haſt beſtowed vpen me, during my 
whole life,cuen from mine infancie. 
Becauſc I knowe that ingratityde 
doth very much diſpleaſe thee, being 
the roote of all ſpirituall evill , and a 
winde that doth blaſte and burne vp 
wharſocucr is good, hindering the 
fountaine of thy divine goodnes 
from 
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trom owing into vs: by meancs 
whereof our cuill ations that weare 
forgiven and forgotten, . are againe 
remembred, and our good workes 
become deade,and arc noc mote 0b- 
tained. 
V Vherefore o Lord my dclinerer, 
] will give thee thankes, caſt I be 
tounde to be vngratefull voto thee, 
for that thou haſt deliuered me. 

As often as that infernall Dragon 
hath ſwallowed me downe thou { © 
Lord) haſt drawen me violently out 
of his mouthe? As often as 1 baue 
ſinned ,and he was ready ro deuoure 
me, thou (o Lord my God j haſt pre- 
lerued me. VVhen I offended thee 
by breaking thy commaundements, 
he ſtoode readie to hale me away ro 
hell, ifrhou hadſt nor hindered him, 
I did offend thee, and thou didſt de- 
fende me, I didnot reſpe& thee, yer 
thou didſt protet me, I departed 

F from 
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from thee, ſeeking ro ioyne my lelfe 
to mine adterſaric, and thou didſt 
affcight, him, to the cnd he ſhoulde 
Nor entertaine me: 

Theſe benefirs ( o Lord my God) 
thou didſt beſtowe vpon me, and l 
Enewe itnot, Truly thou haſt di- 
vers times dealt in this mercifull 
manner with me, delincring me our 
ofthe iawes of the Divell, ſnarching 
meo:r ofthe mourke of the Lion, 
yea thou haſt ofcen times ſaved me, 
from falling into the pitt of eternal! 
damnation, I little thinking whither 
I was going, Verily I haue deſcen- 
ded ro the very gates, and thou haſt 
kept me from entringin. I drewe 
nizh to the dores of death, and by 
meanes of thee, they hace nor been 
ſhuer vpon me. 

Thon haſt delivered me many 
times o my Sauiour from corporal! 
deathe afrec the like manner. V V hea 
greuious 
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gteuious fickneſſes did afflit me, 
when ders dangersdid aftright me, 
thou o Lord didſt ſtill aſſiſt, & met- 
cifullic ſaue me, delivering me both 


: by ſea and lande from fire & ſworde 


and from all aduerhrie. 

Thou truly o Lord didſt knowe 
full well, rhat if they I bad chan- 
ced to dye, my ſoule had gone to 
he!l, and I ſhoulde haue been dam- 
ned cuerlaſtinghe, But thy mercy 
and grace (0 Lord my God) hath 
preuented me, fauing me from the 
death both of ſoule and body. 

Theſe and many other benefits 
thou haſt beſtowed vpon me, and 
] was blinde and did nor per- 
ceiue it, vntill thou didfſt enlighten 
me - 
Nowe therefore o Lord my Ged 
the light of my foule, my life by 
which I live, thelighrof mine cies, . 
by which I ſec: beholde thou haſt 
F 4 en- 
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enlightned me,8& I doc knowe thee; 
becauicl doe liue by thee,for which 
I doe hartely thanke thee, offering 
thee prayſes according to my poore 
abiltic, although they are ſmall and 
of little value, and nothing anſwe- 
rable to the manifolde benefitts 
which I have recciued from; thee. 
Becaule thou art my onely Gd, my 
kinde Creator : who loueſt our 
ſoules , and hateſt nothing that thou 
haſt made, 

Beholde I{o Lord) the chiefe of all 
thole- ſinners , that thou haſt fa- 
ued, will confelſe and acknowledge 
the mamfolde benefits which I have 
receiued from thee, to the end I may 
ſirre vp others to doe the like, and 
bea witnes of thy woderfull mercy: 
becauſe thou haſt delivercd me from 
the luweſt hell, not once,or twice, or 
thrice onely, butan hundred, yea a 
thouſande tunes , I alwaics went on 
towardcs 
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rowardes hell, and thou didſt bring 
me back againe cortinuallic,ſoe thar, 
if thou wouldeſt, thou mighteſt a 
thouſand times hauc iuſtly damned 
me. Yet thou wouldeſt not, becauſe 
thou doſt loue our ſoulcs, & in hope 
that we will amend & doe pennice, 
thou doſt as it weare winke at our 
wickednes,o Lord our God of much. 
mereyin all thy wayes. 

Nowe therfore,o Lord my God, I 
doe ſce and perceive theſe thinges, 
by meanes of the light, which thou 
haſt giuen me, and my ſoule doth as 
it weare faint by thinking of thy 
maruailous greate mercy towardes 
me; for that thou haſt delivered my 
ſoule from the deepeſt hell, and haſt 
reſtored me ro life . 1 was whoilic 
deade, and thou haſt wholie rayſed 
me, 

VVherfore fithEce that my whole 
life doth depende wholy of thee, 
F 1 I doe 
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Idoe wholy offer my we hole ſelfe 
vnro thee : Ler my whole ſpirit, my 
whole harte, my whole body, yea my 
whole life live to thee my {weete 
life; becauſe thou haſt wholy deliue- 
red me,that thon mightſt wholy poſ- 
ſeſſe me , thou haſt wholy ſaued 
me, thatthou- mightſt wholy haue 
me. 

Let me therfore loue thee o Lord, 
my ſtrength, let me leue thee my vn- 
ſpcakoable ioy 3nd ſolace:and ler my 
whole life, (which was deade! 
through my miſery & is raiſed againe 
rhrough thy mercy} be eſteemed fro 
hence forthe nor mine, bur thine, 
who art a milde, and mercifull God, 
and of much mercy, towardes all 
thoſe that loue thy holy name. _ 

V'Vherfore o Lord my God, who 
doſt ſanaifie me, thou in thy lawe 
haſt commaunded, thar 1 I 

ouc 


of 8, AupuTtin, 107 
loue rhee with all my harte, withall 
my foule, with all my miade, with 
allthe ſtrength and forces of my 
body, and wirh all the internall 2ffe- 
Gtions of my minde ; ech hower and 
moment, in which Lemoy the be- 
nefir of thy mercy, becauſe l ſhoulde 
continualte pertihe, if thou didſt 
nor. continualhe gouerne me; I 
ſhoutie continualle dye, if thou 
d1daſt not continuallic receive me, 
ſoe that every moment thou doft 
obliege me vnto thee, by beſtowing 
cucry moment many benefits ypon 
me. 
As theifore there is noe hower 
or minute, in which Idoenotre- 
ceive ſome benefitt or other from 
thee: ſoe there ought to be noe 
moment, in which 1 have not thee 
before mine eics , and in my 
memorie; and in which I doe nor 
with 
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with all my ſtrength love thee. 

But this is a thing that ſu: paſſcrh 
my abilitic, vulefle thou of thy libe- 
ralitic beſtowe it ypon me. From 
whom every good and perfect guitc 
hath his beginning,deſcending trom 
the Father of lightes: with whom 
there is noe mutation, or ſhadowe 
of alteration. 

Verily this prerogatiue of loving 
thee, proccedeth not fromthe defire 
or cndeuoure of any mortall man, 
buris giuE co him, on whom ir plea-ſ 
ſeth thee ro rake compaſſion . This 
guift is thine o Lord , who art rhe 
giver of all good, Thou comaundeſth 
that we ſhoulde louec thee, graunt vi; 
grace to doc that which thou doft 
commaunde,and commaunde what 
ſocucr it ſhall plca(e thee, 
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/ 


alſcrh of the vehemencie of love or 
; ibe- charitie, 

From | 

t guiſe CHAPT:. XIX. 

r from 4D 


whom O My God I docloue thee, defi- 
zdowc ring toloue thee more & more 
 {Fcontinuallie, becauſe thou art in- 
louingEdeede more ſweere then any honie, 
 delireflmore noutiſhing then any milke, 
| man,fimore bright then any light V Vhere-. 
It plea-Yfore thou art to me more deare,then 
. ThieÞpolde, or filueror any pretious ſtone 
art thewharſocuer þ For whatſocuer I did 
zuundel$philſt I lined in the worlde did bur 
aunt \Yifpleaſe me ,. in reſpe&t of thiy 
Ou COlfpeerenes, and the beauty of thy be- 

e whatYoued houſe. 
O fire, that doſt alwaies burne, & 
rt never extinguiſhed; O loue that 
talwaics boatc, and neuer groweſt 
G colde, 
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colde, inflame me with the fire of 
thy loue . Let me 1 ſay be err on fire 
by thee, tothe end, I may wholy 
loue thee. For hethatloueth any 
_ beſides thee, which he loueth 
nor forthee , loueth thee. by that 
meanes with leſſe vehemencie. 

I will love thee o Lord, becauſc 
thou baſt loued me firſt. But howe 
ſhall I beable to expreſſe the tokens 
of thy ſurpaſſing greate loue to- 
wardes me,by reaſon of thy innume- 
rable benefits, with which thou haſt 
nouriſhed me frommy very infan- 
CY? 

For in the benefit of creati6, when 
in the beginning thou didſt create 
me ofoaiing bs making me accor- 
dingto thine owne image, thou haſt 
honoured and exalted me abotco- 
ther creatures which thou baſt made, 


cnnobling me with the lighr of thy 
countenance, With which thou haſt 
| figned 


when 
create 
accor- 


2u haſt 


ouec 0- 
made, 
of thy 
ou haſ 
fgnec 
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ſipned and ſealed the entrance of my 
hart; by which likewiſe thou haſt: 
made me different frem ſenſleſſe 
creatures and bruite beaftes, and in 
dignity almoſt equall to the Angells. 
All this ſeemed little to thy divine 
Maicſtic, for that thou haſt not cea- 
ſed ro cheariſhe me dayly ever fince 
with many fiogular ok ſurpaſſing 
greate preſents of thy magnificfce, 


. | yea thou haſt fedd and foſtered me, 
- N as'f 1 weare thy little childe & onely 


darling , giuing me ſucke from the 


- | breaſtes of thy divine conſolation. 


Verily thou haſt cauſed all creax 
tures toſerue andobey me, ro the 
end, I might wholy cmploy my ſelfe 
in tae ſexuice of thee, . 


G z 


HoTvVe 


112 : The $oliloquies 


Hovve God hath made all thinges ſubief] 


to the ſerwice of man, 
CHAPT. XX. 


Hou (oLord) haſt made all 

thingesſubieR ro man, that man 
ſhoulde be wholie ſubie ro thee a- 
lone. And to the end thon mighrſt 
oblige man to be wholy rhine , rbou 
haſt made. him ruler ouer cuery 
thing. 

All exteriour thinges thon haſt 
created for the body , the body for 
the ſoule; and the foule for thee: to 
the end that the ſoule might haue 
nothingels ro doe but to loue & de- 
light in thee, hauing thee as her ſo- 
Lace, and inferiour thinges atherſer-Þ 
vice. 

' For whatſocuer is contained within 


the compaſle of heauen, is inferiourÞ 
to 
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to the ſoule of man, which was crea- 
ted, to enioy the moſt ſoucraigne & 
ſuprecame good, by whole poſleſſion 
it might become bleſſed: To whom, 
if it thall adhere, by forſaking the fa- 
miliarity & freindſhipp ofall thinges 
beere beneath, (being all ſubie@ ro 
mucabilitie ) it ſhall without doubre 
heereafrer bcholde moſt dearely the 
face of that ſupreame Maicſtic and 
cternallimmorralicie , whole ſight ir 
nove defireth (oc carneſtly . Ir ſhall 
then (1 ſay) enioy thoſe moſt excel- 
lent guiftes and gtaces in heauen, in 
compariſon of whom wharſoeuer is 
heere [ſcene , is to be eſtecmed as no- 
thiog. 

Thoſe are the thinges, which nei- 
hereic hath ſcene, nor care hath 
bearde, neither haue they cuer en- 
red into the harte of man, which 
d hath prepared for thoſe thar 
pue him . Theſe thou wilt beſtowe 
G 3 (o Lord) 
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| {o Lord) vpon the ſoule of man.Yez 
euE in this life, thou doſt dayly make 
glad the ſoules of thy ſeruants, being 
the louer of ſoules, 

Bur why doeI woder atthis(o Lord 
my God) leing by doing this thou 
doſt honoure thine owne image & 
fimilitode, according to which our 
{oules are created?For ovr body lik- 
wiſe, althoughirbe ſubie&to cor. 
ruption, and of noe reputation, yer 
thar it mighr ſee, thou haſt given ir 
the light of the firmamEtr, by meanes 
of thy {eruants the ſonne 8 moone, 
who without being euer weary doc 
continuallic day and nighr by vertue 
ofthy commaundmentr ſcrue & obcy 
thy children, 


Morcover, thou haſt beſtowed 
ypon the body the purity ofthe ayre, 
thar ir mighr breathe : varierie of 
foundes, tharir might heare;ſondry 
ſweere ſauoures, that it mighr ſmell 

| 'Y diucrfaue 
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diverhtie of meates, that.itmighr 
taſte, groſic and corpulent bodies, 
that ir might fecle, 

Thou haſt oriained labouring be- 
aſtesin his neceſhties to ſerne & aide 
him, the foule, of the aire, the fiſhes 
o"the ſea, and the fruites of the earth 
to feede and refreſhe him. Thou haſt 
cauſed the earth to bring forthe me- 
dicines for eache ſcuerall maladie. 
Finallie thou haſt prepared ſeuerall 
ſlues for ſeucrall ſores, yarieric of 
remedics for diverfitic of infirmi- 
ties: becanſe thou art mercifull and 
milde, & bcing the potter by whom. 
we weare framed; thou knoweſt the 
brickle ſtuffe whereof we are for- 
med, becauſe we all are as apecce of 
porters clay in thy bande, 


Howvve 


G. 4 
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e 
Howve by the conſideration of benefits || c 
temporall , vye may gather the f 
greatnes of thoſe that a 

f 

o 


are celeſtial, 
CHAPT. XXI. r] 


G Ive me grace oLord to ſee theft! 
greatnes of thy mercy, giue mcþj {c 
yergreater light and vnderſtandingfw 
I beſeeche thee, that I may perceiucyp! 
it more plaincly . For by thy leſſero1 
benefits (o holy Lord God,our goodſſcc 
Creator)we growe to enderide thyſpt 
roms & by thoſe which we viſfith 
ly ſee heere, we come to the know-ſſra 
ledge of thoſe thar are inuifible* infhc 
heauen, + Vs 
For if thou (0 God) doſt beſtow(gpwi 
ypon our baſc and corruptible þodyſpa 
ſoe greate and innumerable benefiry ( 
from the firmament & ayre from th Fare 
earth 
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carthe and fea, ® win" light and 
enefits darknes, from heate and ſhadowe; 
be from dewe and raine, from windes 
and ſhewers,from foules and fiſhes, 
from beaſtes and trees, from variery 
of hearbes and plantes, and of all o- 
ther of the earthe thy creatures, ſer- 
ving -vs ſucceſſively in their turnes, 
ſee thef{that by them rhou maieſt ſolace the 
ue mecſ ſorowes cf this our wearilome life > 
andingf what, manner of benefits are thoſe (I 
ercciuc} pray thee) howe greate (I ſay)andins 
y leſſer numerable ſhall choſe comfortes '& 
r goo0dfcommodities be, which thou haſt 
ide thy prepared for thoſe that love thee in 
ye viſi-Jthat heavenly country, where appa- 
know-{[rantly face to face we thall ſee & be. 
ible” infiholde thee: If thou doſt ſoc much for 

" Ivsnowein this carthly priſon whar 
eftowdwilt thou doe for vs heereafter io the 
lc bodyfſpalace,ofthy heauenly habirarion? 
zenefiry Greate eertainely & innumeraable 
om theatre theſe thy workes o Lord king 
earth | G5 
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of heave. For ſcivg all cheſe thinges 


are exceeding good and delighrtull, r1 
which thou haſt imparted to goodf - 


and bad men in comition, what man- 
ner of thinges, .wiil thoſe be, which 
thou haſt relerucd for the good h 
alone? If the guifts, which thou doſt Nl; 
nowe giue vnto thy freindes & foes 
rogeather be ſoe innumerable and 2 
wany: howe greate & innumerable, -þ 
howe ſweete. and delightfull will 
thoſe be, which thou wilt beſtowe 
heereafter vpon thy fieindes onely. 
If thou doſt giue vs ſoe greate com- 
fortes onthis ſorrowfull day of wee- 
ping:howe greate wilt thou giue vs 
on the feſtivall day of the wedding? 
If ſoe greate devgh esSarc contained 
in this carthly priſon, howe greatec 
are contayned in the countiie of 
heauen? 

Ther was never yetany c3e/o Goc'} 
withour thee, that \hath ſcene the 
plca- 
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p!:aſures, which thou haſt prepared 
or thoſe thar loue thee. Becauſe the 
immenſitic of thy ſweetnes ( which 
thou haſt reſerned for thoſe thar 
teare thee) is anſwearable veto the 
immenſitie of thy magnificence. 
VVherfore o Lord my God likeas 
thou art greate and immenſe, there 
being neither end ofthy greatnes,or 
number of thy wiſdome, or meaſure 
of thy bounteouſnes : ſoc likewife, 
there is neither end nor number, nor. 
meaſure of thy recompence, bur like 
as thou art greate, foe is likewiſe tb 
rewarde and recompence : becauſe 
thou thy felfe art their rewarde and 
recompenſe , that fight for thee ac- 


cording to thy holy ordinance. 
Fd 
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x 

Wl That the ſwveetnes of God, doth tale | i 
ly £vvay the preſent birternes i 
of the VV orlde. y 

| c 

'H 

CHAPT. XXII. c 

; b 


"F Heſe {o Lord God, the ſanQifierfÞ h 

of thy Saints) arethoſe greateÞ a 

' benefits of thine, with which thou li 

haſt aboundantly ſupplied and reple-f| ti 

niſhed the wantes of thy children: f c 

becauſe thou art the hope of thoſe} ic 

that are indeſperation, their com-f| n 

forte thatarein afflition, thou arc} m 

acrowne of cofidence adorned with} o1 

\; glory, prepared for thoſe that ouer- 
 _ come - 

| Thou art the eternall foode and ſe 

fullnes of thy hungry ſeruanrs, to be ff cn 

diſtributed to thoſe that higer after Þ| et; 
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righrtcouſnes. Thou art the cuerla- 
ſting comforte , who beſtoweſt thy 
ſelfe on them onely , that deſpiſe all 
wordly comforte, in hope of thar 
cndleſle comforte, which they ſhall 


'hane of thee . Becaule thoſe that are 


comforted heere , are vaworthy to 
be comforted by thee heereafter. Bur 
they are by the comforced , who are 
heere for thee afflitedzand they thar 
are partakers of thy paſſions, are 
likewiſe partakers of thy conſula- 
tions. Cerrainely noe man can be 
comforted in both worldes, or 1c- 
ioyce heere inthis life, and in the 
next likewiſe : but of neceſfiric he 
muſt looſe the one, that will gett the 
other, 

VVhen I conſider theſe thinges © 
Lord my comforter , my ſoule refu- 
ſeth ro be coforred in this life, to the 
end it may be thought worthy of thy 
eternall comfortes : becauſe accor- 
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ding to reaſon ir ſeemneth that he is 
worthy to looſe thee, that takerh 
more delight in any other thing, 
then in thee. 

V Vherfore o ſoueraigne truthe, 
by thine owne ſelfe I beleeche thee, 
permitt me noc to take pleaſure in 
any vanitie. Bur ler all tranfitoric 
thinges ſeeme bitter vnro me, that 
thou alone maieſt ſeeme {weete vnro 
my ſoule, who art that ineſtimable 
ſweernes, rhat maketh bitter thinges 
to be ſweete. ' 

Thy ſweetnes made the ſtones 
of che ſtreame ſeeme (weere vnto 
Saint Stephan, with which he was 
ftoned. Thy ſweetnes made the 
burning gridiron ſceme ſweere vnto 
Saint Lanrence , on which he was 
broyled . By meancs of thy ſweernes 
the Apoſtles went ioyfullice from 
the ſight of the councell, for thar 

they 
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they weare thought worthy toſuf- 
fer reproache for thy name . Saint 
Andrewe went with ioy and ala- 
critic zowardes the Crofle, becauſe 
he went with haſt rowardes thy 
ſweetnes, The Princes ofthe Apon 
ſtles Ihkewiſe { Saint Peter and Saint 
Paule ) wich this thy ſweetnes weare 
ſoc repleniſheli that 10 obfaine it 
the ove of them made choice ro be 
cruc:he1, - the other withoutrfeare 
to looſe his heade. Saint Bartholo- 
wewe; to, buy it gaue his owne 
skinne;ard Saint Tohntotaſte of ir, 
wirbour feate drunke vpacuppe of 
poiſon. o 
Noe ſooner had Saint Perer taſted 
ofthis ſweernes , but forthwith tor- 
getting all inferiour thinges, he 
c:1ed our as one inebriaied and 0- 
vercome with ioy, ſaying : Lord, 
'r 1s good for vs to be heere, 
ict vs make heete three taber- 
nacles, 


124 The Soldoquies 


nacles;, let vs remaine heere in dj 
uine contemplation, becauſe we wit 


noe otherthing . Itis ſufficient for 
vs (faide he) to ſee thee, it is ſuffi- 
cientto be ſatisfied with ſoc greate 
ſfrweertnes , He had noe ſooner taſted 
one onely droppe of that heauenly 
ſweerenes , but he immediately for- 
rott all other ſweerenes. 

VVhat wovulde he hane faied 
(thinke you) if he had rafted of the 
immenſe ſweetenes of thy diui- 
nitie , which thou haſt kepr in 
ſtore for thoſe that loue rhee? 

Thar Virgin likewiſe had raſted 
of this thy vnſpeakeable ſweerenes, 
of vyhom vve :reade , that 'ſhee 
went to the priſon, in that plea- 
fant and werric manner , as if 


thee had been invited*'to ſome 


banquet or ſupper , He likewiſe 
(I ſuppoſe ) had taſtcd of this 
| ſweetnes, 
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ſweetnes, whoſaicd: Howegreare 
{ o Lord) is the multitude of thy 
{weetnes,, which thou baſt laied vp 
in tore for thoſe that feare thee! 
VVho likewiſe did pur vsin minde 
of it ſaying: Taſte, and ſee, becauſe 
our Lord is ſweete, + 

This (o Lord eur God) is 
that happines , vvhich vye doe 
hope thou wilt beſtowe vpon ys: 
for which we fight for thee conti- 
nuallic, for which we mortific our 
ſelfes for thee dailic , ro the end 
we may liuc with thee in that happy 
life of thine which ſhall laſt ——_ 
ſingly. 


That 
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eur bare ought to be ins 
- God, 


CHAPT. XXII, 


B Vethouo Lord, theexpectation 
of Ifracl, the deſire after which 
our harte doth fighe eucry day,make 
haſt, and doenotſtay. Ariſe, make 
haſt, andcome,, an4dehuer vs our 
of this priſop, to confeile voto thy 
name, that vve may glory and be de- 
lighred inthy light.. Open thine 
eares to the dolefull clamaurs of thy 
diſtreſſed children, vvho cry co thee, 
faying: OourFather, give vs this 
day our daily breade, in the ſtrength 
of vrhich, vve may vvalke day and 
pighre, vnrill vve attaine vaco thy 
holy mountaine Oteb. | 
O God my Father and NA”: 2n 
; toll 
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fhall T (chat am the leaſt of all thy ta- 
milic) come and appeare before thy 
face, tothe end, thatas l doe novve 
praiſe rhee, during the time of this 
morrtal-tie,I may from thence forthe 
praiſe thee euerlaſtinglie? | 

O hovve greate ſhall [ eſteeme my 
happines, if 1 ſhall at]Egth be admir- 
ted to beholde thy brightnes? VV ho 
vvill obta ne this fauoure for me, 
that I may be admitted to behol!de 
thee?I knovve o Lord, | knoyveand 
cofeſle thar I am vnyvorthy toenter 
into thy houſe; nevertheleſſe ] be- 
leech x ro afforde me this fauour 
for thy glotie, and confounde noe 
thy ſeruant, that truſteth in thee. 
But vvho is able to enter into thy 
fantvarie to conſider thy povver,if 
thou © Lord doe not open ynto him 
thedore? Or yvbocanopenit, if 
thou ſhurrir? 
Verily 
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Verily noe man is able to erect 
that , which thou doſt throwe 
downe : neither is any one able to 
free him, whom thou doſt putr in 
|} pris6.If thou withbolde the waters, 
| all thinges become dry & withered: 
againe if thoulettthem looſe, they 
will overwhelme the .worlde . 1f 
thou ſhouldeſt cauſe all thinges 
which thou haſt created to'returne ] 

to nothing , who durſt contradict 
thee? Finallic there is noc end of the Þf in 
goodnes of thy mercy, by which || m 
thou haſt created all thinges, that ir || js 
bath pleaſed thee, ſa 
Thou(o maker of the worlde) haſt Þ ar 
made vs, vouchſate likewiſe ta go- | n; 
uerne vs. Thou haſt created vs, deſ- 
piſe vs not, becauſe wearethy work- þf yy 
manſhip. Certainely þ Lord our || th 
God, we that arelictle VVormes c6- || pe 
poſed of durte and clay, cannor ff th 
enter into thy cternitic,yalefle _—_ art 
ade ff 
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leade vs in, vvho haſt created all 
thinges of nothing. 


That our Salvation 3s from God. 


CHAP. XXIY, 


] Therfore., that am the yvorke of 
thy handes, vvill confeſle vnto rhee 
in thy fearc, for that I vvill nor pur 
my confidence in my bovve, neither 
is my ſvvorde the tbing char ſhall 
aue me, butthy r'ght bande,and thy 
arme, and the light of thy counte- 
nance. 
Cerrainely I ſhoulde defſpaire, 
yeare itnotthat thou art my hope, 
thar haſt created me , vvhoſe pro- 
pertic is neuer to forſake thoſe 
that hope in thee . Becauſe thou 
art our Lord God full of ”R_ 
an 
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and patience, mercifullic diſpoſing 
all chinges. For whether we finne or 
finne nor, we are ſtill thy creatures, 
and thou doſt ſtill efteeme and make 
accounte of ys ? 

Verilie all of vs are as the leafe off; 
a tree, & cuery man living ismeere- ;þ 
ly van't'e, foe that our life ( whilt Nh; 
we liuc in this worlde )is asSapuffeÞ 
of winde, Fo 

If we therefore thy poore pupills Þ-; 
chance ro fal!, be nor offended, be: fo 
cauſe thou o Lard our God knoweſt Bſr> 
the briekle ſubſtance, wherof we lt, 
weare made. VVilrthou therfore o fltho 


God of ineſt:mable fortitude, ſhewe ſ:ho 


thy power againſt a leafe , that with} T7 
evcrie puffe of winde is caried bi- (ſy | 
ther and rhither, or wile thouperſec-fſto 
cute a litrie tubleor ſtrawe > VYilt 
thou ( © eternall king of Iſrael } 
damnec a dogge? VViltthou damne 
a flica? YVec baucheard o Loid 0 
my 


of 9, Auzuſpis, am 
cy mercic, that rhowarrt neither the 
author of deathe, neither coſt thou 
reioyce at the damnation of "thoſe 
that die. 

V Vherfore I. beſeeche thee © 
Lord, that thou wile not permit 
that , which thou haſt not made , ro 
hane the vpper bande of me thy 
creature. whome thou haſt made. 
For if thou doſt gt1:ue at our dam- 
pation , what doth hinder thee 0 
Lord , { that canſt doe all things} 
from reioycing alwiies at our ialua- 
tion ? Thou o Lordcanſt ſauce me if 
thou wile, bur I of my lelfe, al- 
though I defire it, cavnot doeir. 

The multitude of my miſeries is 
ſo greate, that albeit I hauc a will 
to doe well , yer 1 want power 
to performe, I cannot defire 
what is good, vnleſle it be thy 

ill likewiſe ; neither hane 1 


power to perfoime what 1 doe 
defire, 
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defire, vnleſſethy power ſtrengthen 
me; yea ſometimes { am vnwilling 
to doe that good which 1 haue 
power to performe, weare it not, h 
that thy will muſt be donne in carth, cy 
as -itis in heaven. þ 
Moreouet I knowe not whatl he 
am willing or able to performe, vi bo 
leſſe rhou illuminate me with thyſj,? 
wiſedome. Yea although I knowe 
what to doe, and am willing and 
able ro doe the fame, yet my wile- ® 
dome ( for that ic is imperfect andſ}* 
vaine ) doth leaue it yndonne if I be 
not ayded by thy true wifedome. 
All thinges therfore doc depend: 
of thy will, neither is any man abl: 
to withſtande the ſame, who ar: 
Lord of all thinges , and haſt powet 
ouer _ particular creature, effc- 
Ring bath in heauecn and ecartheir þ 
the ſea, and in the bottomeleſſe [ 1 
depthes, whatſocucr ſeemeth good 


Ne? 
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tothy divine plealpre. Let thy ſacred 
will therfore be fulfilled in vs, who 
doe call 'vppon thy holy name to 
the end, that this. noble worke of 
thine, which thou haſt created for 
thy glorie, doe nor periſhe cuctla- 
ſtinglic. For what man is there 
borne of awoman , thar is able ro 
live and eſcape deathe and damna« 
tion, if thou alone, (who art the li- 
Fuing way of all life, by whom all 
thinges live and have there being } 
doe not deliuer him? | 


Ho wve vvithout the aſuift ance of Gods 
grace , mans will is yuable to 
doe yell. 


CHAPT. 'XXV. 


[ haue alreadie acknowledged vnto 
F* thee o Lord my God(who artrhe 


Torayſe of my life and the force of my 
ba uy” ay 
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faluation) that 1 ,djd hceretoforch} « 
truſt in my owne vertue &.ſfrengrhſſ} \ 
which indeede was nor ſtrengrh f 
bur rather prefumprion. For afforgh 1 
2s] did runne on after that faikion if f 
I alwaics founde my ſelfe there moſt 
fraile and ſabre ro fall, where lf © 
thought my ſclfe moſt firme, ſgerhafſſ v: 
(by running thus } 1 founde my (elfcÞ v: 
rather behinde then before , for tha ſt 
the thinge was till furcher frm mc, }þ be 
which 1 thought to ouert fli 
mine owne endeuoure, And in thi; 
manner thou haſt in divers thing} *© 
made triall of my force, 5: be 
Nowe I knowe © Lord ( beeaul: Or 
thou haſt enlightned mine vnderf] fir 
ſtanding)rhat whatſocuer 1though fo 
my ſelfe beſt able to doe, 1 haucalf th 
-Waies been leaſt able to performeſ] ſte 
I oftentimes ſaied, I will doe rhish led 
or that, and yetin fine I did neithey} att 


-of them. VVhea I was willing t: 


dog 
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doe any thing, I founde' my ſelfe 
vnable, and when 1 was able, 1 
founde my ſelfe vnwilling , becauſe 
I did preſume of mine | owne 
forces. 

But nowe o Lord my God, father 
of heauen and carthe, I confelle 
vnto thee, that noe man ought to 
vauntinthy preſence, as ifhe weare 
ſtrong through his owne puiſſance: 
becauſe the preſumption of all 
fleſhe is yaine and fooliſhe. 

Verilic it lieth not in mans power 
to deſire whathe igable to doe, or ro 
be able to doe , whar he doth deſire, 
orto knowe what heought to de- 
fire, or is able ro doe, bur rather the 
# fooreſtepps of men are guided by 
thy diuine + prouidence, thefoore-' 
ſteps (1 ſay} of thoſe who acknow- 
ledge that they are-guided by thee 
and not of themſclues, 

Hz VYher- 


an 
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"TVherfore we humbly beſceche 
thee by the bowels of thy mercy © 
Lord , that thou wilt ſauc what thou 
haſt crearcd , becauſe thou art able 
to ſave vs, if thou artwilling,on 
whoſe oncly will doth fats the 
merit of our ſaluation. 


- Of the ancient benefits of almighty 


ods. 
CHAPT. XXVI. 


R Emember (© Lord I beſecche 

thee} thy mercic ſhewed to- 
wardes vs of old time,through which 
thou haſt prevented ys with the 
bleſlings of thy ſweetnes euen from 
the beginninge. For. thou © Lord 
and my hope, from the yerie time 
that I was a ſuckling (yea before 1 
was borne ) haſt provided and pre- 
pared the waics,, that I ſhould walke 
ip, 
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in, and by them attainc to the glorie 
of thy heauculy habitation. Thou 


haſt knowen me before thou didſt 


forme me in my morhers bellie, and 
before I iſſued forthe of the wombe, 
of my mother , thou haſt preordai- 
need of me whatſocuer ſeemed good 
to thy diuine pleaſure. 

1 knowe not (o Lord) what 
thinges. are wrictenof me in th 
booke , in the ſecret of thy confiſto» 
tie ,which maketh mero feare ex- 
ceedinglic : but thou knoweſt them 
all particulatlie, becauſe that which 
I expe by ſucceſſion of daies and 
times a thouſand yeares hence to be 
fulfilled, in the fight of rhy erernitie 
is alreadie accompliſhed, and that 
which is to come, is alreadie donne. 
Bur I for that I knowe nor theſe 
thinges { living heereas it weare ina 
dark and obſcure nighr) cannot bue 


feare and tremble; whulſt I ſec ſon» 
H 3 dric 
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drie dangers on cacrie fide afſaui- 
ting me ; troupes of ennimics pour» 
ſuing me , and the infinite nuſcries 
of this life enuironning me. 

And weare itnot that the ayde of 
thy grace doth ſuccoure me in thee 
my manifolde tribulations, 1 ſhould 
foone fall into deſperation. Bur | 
haue agreate hope and confidence 
fo my God) in thee who art a Prince 
of vnſpeakeable pirtie, and the con- 
fideration of thy infinite mercics , 
are noe (mall comforte vnto nic in 
my mileries. 

The former tokens likewiſe of 
"thy loue and mercie, ſhewed to- 
wardes me befote my nativitic, but 
appearing nowe-eſpecialhe, doe put 
mein hope for the time ro come to 
rece:ue more ample and grearet fa- 
goures from the handes of thy 
bountifull liberalicie, which thoy 
doſt reſerue for thy friendes and 
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thoſe that love thee. ro the end, thac 
my hope may reiofcein thee(o Lord 
my God) witha ſacred ard liuclie 
cherefulnes, with which thou doſt 
continuallie comforte my yourge 
and tender yealcs, 


Of the Angells appointed to be the 


guartians of men. 


CHAPT. XXVII, 


T Hou haſt loned me ( © my one- 
ly loye. ) before 1 loved thee, 
:nd haſt created me according to 
thine owne likenes, making me 
Lord and zuler over all thy other 
creatures, ,V Vhich dignitie I then 
polleſſe, when 1 knowe thee, for 

whome tbou haſt made me, 
"0 Moreo» 


% 
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Moreouer thou cauſeſt thoſe hes- 
uenlie ſpirits for my ſake to become 
meſſengers trowhom thou haſt giuen 
commautidement to prorec&t and 
gouren me in all my actions thatT | 
urte not my foote againſt a ſtone, 
Theſe are the watchmen that 
keepe continuall ſentine!l yppon the 
walls of thy cittie newe Hieruſalem, 
guarding the mountaines likewiſc 
that are rounde abourit, keeping 
watch by night over thy flocke, leaſt 
that old ſerpent our aduerfarie the 
diuvellas a Lion ſhoulde kill and de- 
firoy our ſovles, ( if there wearc 
none to defende them) who asa roa- 
ring Lion continuallie rangeth a- 
bout , ſceking whome he may de- 
youre. 
Theſe are the cittizens of our mo- 
ther abouc the blefled and celeftiall 
cittie Hicruſalem , who arr ſent to 
ſerne and attende on thoſe, that are 
a preor- 
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reordained by God toainherite the 
ingdome of heauen, thar they may 
dehyer them from theire enmmiecs, 
and guarde themin all theire waies, . 
| that they way comforre and admo- 
niſhe them, -andin the preſenceof 
thy glorious Ma'cſtie may offer vp 
the prayers of thy children,,, Yn- 
doubtedl:e they doe loue theire fel- 
lowe cittizens, expetting by them 
the reparation of theire ruines. ' 

VVherefore at all times, and in all 
places with greate care & diligence 
they are preſent, and ready to affiſt 
Ys, ſuccouring, and ſupplying our 
neceſſities , paſling inceſlantly to and 
fro betwixt thee (0 Lord )and vs, 
relating our groanecs and fighes vnto 
thee, ta_ the cad they may obtaine, 
for vs fauoure and courteſie, and 
may bring to vs the defired blefling 
of chy-grace and mercie.., 
la ow wayes they walke with vs 

| . cating. 
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eorrivg 1n and goivg forthe with vs, 
conſidering with greate attention 
howe religiouſly and laudably we 
behave our (clues in the midſt of a 
peruerſe nation , with what care and 
diligence wee ſceke thy kirgdome 
and the iuſtice thereof, with howe 
grearefeare and trembling we ſerue 
thee, atid with howe greate toy and 
mircthe of harte we- ſing vnto 
thee; 

VVhen we laboure, they ayde vs; 
when we reſt they prote@ vs : wher 
we fight they encouragevs : when 
we conquerte they -crowne vs} 
when we rcioyce (if our ioy be ol 
thee) they reioyce with vs : whet 
we ſuffer (if our ſufferings be fo 
thee.) rhey ſuffer rogeather-witl 
VS. 

Greate is the care which th 
hauec of vs; and greate is the effed 
of theire loue towardes vs. 

x . whi 


F 
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which reſpe and love rhey ſhewe 
vs, in reſvett of the vnſpeakeable 
loue, with which thou haſt loued 
vs. Verilie they loue thoſe, that 
thou loveſRt, they preſerue-thoſe thac 
thou Preſerveſt, and forſake thole 
that rhoufotſakeft, neither can they 
enqure thoſe that commite finne, 
becauſe thou rhy ſelfe doſt hate 
thoſe that commit ſinne , and vvilr 
deſtroy all thoſe that delight in 
| lying. 

As often as vve doe vvell , the An- 
ge!ls, ate glad, and the diuells arc 
Biad. Burvvhen vve doe1ll, vve make 
J the dicell mercie , and- depriue the 
J holy Angells of theire 1oy. Becauſe 
they reioyce to ſee a ſinner doe pen- 


ItMnance when he hath Gnned :vvhere- 


as contrarievviſe the diuel) reioy- 
ceth to fee a iuſt man itrepevrant 

Srrhca hc bath offended. 
| VVhere- 
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| V'Vhercfore o father. I beſeeche 
thee afforde them this fauoure, thar 
they may.alwaics reipyce inreſpet 
of-vs, tothe end that both thou by 
them maicf perperuallic be prayed 
invs, and we with them: may be 
made one folde in the kingdome of 
heauen ;thatſoc we may cogeather 
prayſethy holic name, 0 creator of 
men and Angells. © 

- VVhenI call theſe thinges to mc- 


orice, I confeſle ( o Lord) thar 1 


hage greate cauſe ro prope and ma- 
theſe 


nific thee , for that thy benc- 
ts are verie greate, With which 
thou baſt honoured vs, by cauting 
thy Angells- (.who are fpirixs); 10 
ſerue and attende vs, KE> 
Verily thou badfti beſtawed,vpon 
vs before., wharſocger is contained 
within.che compaſſe of heauen ,;aod 
yet thou didſtimagin all chinges that 
aze-vudex heave to be a guift of fmall 
eſtima- 
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eſtimation if thou ſhouldeſt not like- 


echc vriſe add thoſe that are abouc the 
thar heauens. : 

(pact Let all thy Angells o Lord for this 
wu by thy goodnes prayſe thee, letall thy 
z7led yyorkes acknovvledge and confeſſe 
Jy bc the ſame vnto thee , and let allthy 


Saints extoll thee euerlaſtinglie, 
athet Þ Thou haſt honoured ys exccedingly 
| (0 Lor1 God our honoure)enriching 
and adorning vs vvith manyfolde 
onitres and fauoures: ſoc that thy 
name is admired in the vniuer fall 
vvorlde. VVhat is man then that 
thou doſt thus exalt him , or for 
what cauſe doſt thou place thine af- 
f:tion vppon him ? 
K True ir is, that thou {o ancient 
truthe) haſt ſaied : My delightes are 
$4p0n to'be with the children of men. But 
Wo” vhy (0 Lord) or for what reaſon? Is 
A 432 Fman any thing els but corruption, or 
the ſoanc of man any thing cls, but a 
I worme? 


# 
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worme? Isnot every man living in 
this vale of miſeric cither enclined, 
or wholy addicted 'ro vanitie ? 
VVhence is it then that thou doſt 
youchſafe ſoe gratiouſhe to looke 
vppon him, and to bring him and 
make him fit with thee in iudgment 
at the day of doome, 


Of the profounde Predeitination and 
fore4nowvvledze of almighty 
God. 
CHAPT. XXVIII. 


O Moft profounde depth, o infi- 


nite wiſedome, that haſt crea- 


tcd all thinges , vouchſafe to reache PR 


and inſtruct me, who haſt poiſcd the 
mountaines and hills in a paire of 
weightes, and the huge and heauic 
lumpe of the whole earthe in a paire 
of ballances , lifting it vp with thice 


ſingers 


in 
0 
1e ? 
doſt 
oke 
and 
nent 


and 
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fihgers onely. Lift vp likewiſe vnto 
thee with the (ame three fingers (I 
beſeeche thee) the heauic lumpe of 
my mortallitie, that I may ſee and 
vnderſtande howe wonderfullie 
thou art ro be admired inthe vni- 
ucrfall worlde. | 

O moſt ancientlight , who before 
21] lighrdidſt ſhine aud give light on 
the holie hills of thy ancient eterni- 
tie, ro whome al! rhinges, before 
theire creation weare knowen moſt 
zyparantly. 


z infi- 
 CIEA- 
eache 
ed the 
ire of 
heauic 
a pairc 


x thice 


fingers 


Olight,thathareſt all {por of linne, 
or that thou art moſt pure & clean, 
hat pleaſure haſt thou to conuerle 
vich man ? V Vhat hath light ro doe 
ith darknes? VVhere are thy de- 
ightes in man? VVhere haſt thou 
repared for thy ſelfe in meaſan- 
tvarie,fitring ſoc greate a Maieſtie, 
awhich thou maicit finde pleaſure 

1J delight at thy comminge ? 
I z Verily 


148 The Soliloquies 

Verily we onght to provide for 
theca cleane habitation, who arr 
that verrne thar makeſt all thinges 
cleane, wha of tuche as are vackane 
in barte canſt not ſo: muche as be 
ſcene, muche leſle canſt chou be con- 


fiee from filthe,as that it may be 
thou thr worthy ro receive thee, Ja 
who ru!eſt the whole earthe 2 VVh 


is able to cleanſe him thar is concei- 
ved in vncleamnefe, fauing thou a 
lone, who art onely free from blea 


miſhe 2 who can be cleanſed by one 


th:tis defiled 2 

Fot according to the lawe, whic! 
thou haſt given io our fore-father 
( peaking vnto them our of the i 


barning the mountaine , and out op: 
the darke and miſtie cloude} wha: 


ſocuer he roucheth rhar is vnaclezr 
ſhalbe ckteemed vacleane. 


ki 
þ4 
fi 
fe 


cl. 
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e for Allof vs therefore being noe ber- 
,oarrf}i<f then filchie rages taking our be- 
ginning from a loathſome maſle of 
flthie corruption , doe carric in 5ur 
forcheades the ſtaive of our vn- 
cleannes, which we cannot conceale 
by any meanes,eſpecially from thee, 
thar {let all thinges. 


inges 


VVe therfore cannot be cleanc 

. Jand free from finne , vnleſſe thou 
\Kleanſe vs, who art onelie cleane and 
Wree from the fame For thou artnor 


ccuſtomed to cleanſe all the chil- 

Iren of men, but thoſe onely, thar ic 
Þplcaſcth thee to dwell in, whome 

hou by the vnſcarcheable profoide 

ecrets of the incomprehenſible iuft 

fatherf{ yer ſecret) iudgments of thy wiſe- 
the ir $9me, without any deſert of theires, 
4 out oÞþ* predeſtinared before the begin- 
$ing of the worlde,haſt called ont of 

he worlde, haſt juſtified in the 

otlde, meaning likewile to _—_ 1 

I 3 © 
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fie them after the end of the wor! de, 
Neuettheleſle thou doſt not impart 
this incſtimable fauoure ro everic 
one, which makerth the caraall and 
worldly wiſemen ro pine away 
through admiration, 

AS Br me, I confeſle (o Lord} that 
whenlT catct into conſideration of 
this, I cannor but tremble and be 


aſtonicd at the greatnes ofthe riches. 
. of thy wiſedome and knowledge, 


vnto which I cannot attaine,neirher 
vnto the incopreheslible iudgments 
of thy juſtice : fithene that of rhe 
ſame lumpe of claythou doſt forme 
ſome vellells vato glotic , others 

ynto cucrlaſting concumelie. 
Thoſe therefore that thou halt 
choſen forthy (clfe amonge ſo many 
tro be thy temple & ſanQuarie, tho. 
thou doſt washe clcare by powring 
vppon them the pure water of thy 
holy Spirit, whole names and nun 
ber 


orlde, 
Mpait 
eucric 
all and 

away 


d} that 
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ber thou knoweſt, { who onely arr 
able ro number the innumerable 
ward? of the ſtarrs, calling theng 
allby theire n2mes) who 1! kewi' earc 
written inthe booke of life, and can- 


'not poſſibly periſhe: rowardes whoſe 


good, all thinges doe cooperate, 
cuen theire veric finnes ; Forif they 
chance ro fall, they take noe hurte, 
becauſe thou doft vpaold them wich 
cy hande perſeruing all theire 
bones , loc that noe cne of them is 
broken 

Comrariwile the deathe of ſinners 
is the worſt of all others, of thote 
h1;ners (I ſay) whome, according to 
the bortomles deprlic of thy hidden 
(yeralwaies inftjindgrmmeErs, thou haſt 
foreknowen thoulde : be dined, even 

efore heaven & earthe weare crea» 
red: the number of whole n:2mes and 
cuoimious actios 1emaine regiſtred 

; 0 I 4 with 
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with thee, who haſt nambred the 
verie ſande of the ſea, and meaſured 
the profunditie of the botromles 
depthe, whom rhou haſt lefe in 
theire vncleannes ; all thinges like- 
wiſe doe cooperate rowardes theire 
damnation, and theire verie prayers 
are turned into finne , ſoe that albeir 
they hauc ſoared vp to the heauens, 
and theire heade hath rovched the 
cloudes, althoughe they haue builr 
theireneſt amongſt the ſtarrs of hea- 
uE,yet finally they ſhalbe caſt downe 
as a dunghill ro cternall damnaction, 


Of thoſe that at ſ15? are good and after. 
wyardes become bad: and contrarie- 
vViſe of thoſethat at fir} arebad,and 
aftervvardes become goed, 


CHAPT. XXIX. 


Ho Reare are theſe thy iudgments © 
Lord God, o 1ude moſt 1utt and 

Ny hs 2 
mis htc, 


the 
red 
nles 
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ike- 


Eeire 


yers 
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ens, 
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mightie, whoſe indgments are equi- 
ric it ſelfe,, whoſe doinges are pro- 
founde and vnſearcheable , which 
when 1 confider, all my bones doe 
tiemble : becauſe man(aſlonge as he 
livethin this worlde } is not aſſured 
that he ſhalbe ſaved, ro the end, that 
during the whole courſe of our life, 
we might deuourly and chaſily with 
feateſerue thee and wichtrembling 
rezoyce before thee; that our ſcruice 
might not be withour feare, nor out. 
ioy without trembling , that he thar 
jsyet in battaile might nor boaſt be- 
fore the vitorie, that no mortall 
man might vaunt before thee , bur 
ſhoulde rather ſtande in thy preſenc& 
with greate feare and dreade, ſeeing 
man knoweth not before his laſt day 
whether he be worthy of loue or ha- 
tred, vnrill which timeall chivges are 
kept ſecretand as it weare vndeter- 
mined, 
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For we o Lord baue ſeene many 
our ſclues, and hearde of many mo1 ce 
by the rcla:ion of our fore-tathers 
(which is athing which I cannor call 
to minde and declare without greate 
trembling and muche feare) who ax 
firſt hauc loarcd vp as it weare to the 
$kies, and built thcire acſt among 
the ſtarres, but afterwardes they 
haue tumbled downe headlong, and 
theire foules have been amazed ar 
the evills that bauc hapned varo the. 
V Ve hauc ſcene ſtarres that have 
fallen from heauen by force of the 
Dragons tayle ſtriking them. VVe 
hauc likewiſe ſeenc (0 Lord ) thoſe 
that lay groucling on the grounde, 
ro have. been highlie cxalred by 
meancs of thy helping haude. VVe 
hauc bcheld the liuing ro die, & the 
deade rayſcd to lite againe,and rhoie 
that walked amoneſt the children ot 
God amidſt the fierie tones , like 
dutrtc 


any 
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call 
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duarte ro hane come to nothing. VVe 
haue ſeene light changed into dark- 
nes, and light proceeding out of 
darknes , becauſe publicans and har- 
lotts goc before the inhabitants in 
the kingdome of heauen : bur the 
children of the Kingdome are caſt 
forthe into exteriour darknes. 

But what is the cauſe of all theſe 
thinges, vnleſſe , for that rhey pre- 
ſume by theire owne endeuoures to 
aſcende vnto that hill, vnto which, 
he that firſt attempred ro aſcende, 
went vpan Angel, and came downe 
a divell 2 

As for thoſe, that thou haſt pre- 
deſtinared, rhon haſt likewiſe called 
them,and ſanRified them,and clean- 
ſed rhem, that they may be a habita- 
tion:ficting for thy maieſtie tro dwe 
in, with whome and in whome are 
thy ſacred and pure delightes, in 
whome thong doſt take pleaſure, 
I 6 making 
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making glad theire young and ren- 
der yeares dwclling in rherre memo- 
ric, & ſoc making them thy ſanua- 
rie, which 15 a greate ſetting forrhe 
of our dignitie, and a fingular com- 
mendation of our humamitie. 


That 4 faitbfull foule is the ſanCluarie 
of God. 
CHAPT. EXE 


O Vr ſoule which thou (o Lord) 
haft creatcd not of thyne owne 
ſubſtance but by thy worde , not of 
any elementaric ſubſtarice bur of no- 
thing (which is reaſonnable, intelle- 
Qual), ſpiriruall, alwaies living, al- 
waics in motion , whom thou haſt 
ſigned and maiked with the light of 
thy countenance,and conſecrated by 
the vertue of holy baptiſmg}) hath 
been made capable of thy Maieſtic in 
that manncr,as that is cantbe Ro 
an 
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and filled by thee onely , and by no» 
thing els whatlocuer. 

VVhen ir hath thee, the deſire 
thereofis ſatisfied, ſoe that there rg- 
maineth noe outwarde thinge thar 
may be deſired, Aſlong therefore as 
it affeterh any outwarde thing, it is 
a manife{t proofe, thar it hath nor 
thee within, who being gorten and 
obtayned, noe other ought co be de» 
fired. For (eeing thou art the ſu- 
preame & rorall goo1, there remai- 
neth nothing els thac it can defite, 
becauſe irpoſleſleth thee the tole ſit- 
ficient good But if irdelirethnot the 
ſole ſufficient good,ir followerh that 
it defireth ſomerhing, rhar is not the 
rotall good, and therfore not rhe ſu- 
preame good , and conlequently not 
God , but ſome creature. 

V Vhen therefore it defireth ſome 
creature , it hath contmuali hunger, 
for albcir ic obrainerth the cicature, 
I 6 that 
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thar it defireth, yer neuerthelcſſe ir 
remaineth emptie and voide, be- 


cauſe there is nothing, that can fill ir- 


belides thee according to whoſe 
image it was creared. 

But thou o Lord doſt fill thoſe thar 
deſire nothing els but thee , malcing 
them worthy of thee, that is making 
them holy, bleſſed, pure , and the 
friends of God, who eſtecme all 
thinges as dung, that they may gaine 
thee alone This is that happines, 
which thou haſt inzparted vnto man, 
this is the honoure, with which a- 
mongſt all other creatures, & abouc 
all other creatures,thon haſt honou- 
redhim,to the end that, thy name 
might be admircd in the whole 
worlde, 

Beholde o Lord my God ,.moſt 
highe, moſt good, and moſt omni- 
potEt, | haue founde the place where 
thou doſt dwell, to wit in the ſoule, 
( which 
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(which thou haſt created, according 
ro thine owne 1mage & ſimilitude, } 
which doth ſceke & defire thee only 
becaulc thou doſt ncr dwell inthar 
ſoulc, which doth nor ſecke and de» 
ire thee. 


Hovve God cannot be founde either by 
the exteriour or imerzonr /enjes. 
CHAPT.:-XXXIL. 

Haue wandered to and fro { o my 

God like a loſt ſheepe, (ecking 
thee without, who att within. I hauc 
likewiſe laboured exceedingly, fece- 
king thee withour me, and thou (if 
Itruly delire thee} dwelleſt within 
me. | have walked about the ſtreeres 
and hi, he wayes of the cittic of this 
worlde,ſeeking thee, but coulde nor 
tinde thee, becaule 1 fought rhee a- 
mile, thinking to finde thee out- 
warwly, which 15 with in me. I ſent al 
my Cxcc:i0ur ſenſes as meſlepgers 
co 
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ro ſceke thee, but coulde not finde 
thee, becanſe 1 rooke not the rrue 
courſe in fecking thee, 

Nowe | plainely perceive {Oo my 
tight, my God, who haſt enlighmed 
me} that I ſought thee amitle by the, 
for tharthou art within,and yer they 
knowe nor,which way thou baſt en+ 
tredin. For mine cics lay : if hebe 
roide of coloute, he hath not entred 
in by vs. The eares ſay: if he mare 
noe noiſe at his entrauce, he hath 
notentred by vs. The nole fayeth: if 
he gaue noe (mell, he camenor by 
me. The taſte ſayeth: ifhe haue noe 
taſte, he cntred not in'by me. The 
fecling likewife affirmeth: if he be 
nor a ({olid bodie ſubiect ro ronching 
it is in vaine to demaunde of me any 
ſuche queſtion. : , 

None of theſe thinges therfore 
are founde in thee o my God. For 
whEI (ceke my God, I doe not ſeeke”” 
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comelines of bodic,or ſeemelines of 
time, or brightnes of light, or melo- 
dious runes, or ſweete ſounding 
Muſique, or the odoriferous Tmells 
of flowers, and ointments,or of aro- 
maricall ſpices, I doe not ſceke ho. 
nie , or manna that are delightfull ro 
the raſte, nor any other thing, that is 
amiable to be touched or embraced: 
finallie when ſeeke my God, 1 doe 
nor ſecke any thing ſubieCt rotheſe 
exteriour ſenſes aforeſaide. 

God fotbid, I ſhoulde imagine 
any of thoſe thinges to be my crea- 
ror, which are comprehended afrer 
the ſame manner by the ſenſes of 
ſenſles and brutiſhe creatures. And 
yer notwithſtanding when I ſecke 


, my God, I (ceke a certaine light ſur- 


pailing all other light, which the eic 
cannor fee. I fccke acertaine voice 
jurmounting all other voices, which 
;he care cannot heare. I ſecke a cer- 

taine 
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taine {mell,cxcelling all other ſmels, 
which the'nole cannot imell. I ſeeke 
a certaine {weetnes more delightfull 
then any other {weernes, which the 
taſte cannar perceiue, | {ſecke a cer 
tainc touching or! embracing more 
pleaſing then any other rouching or 
embracing, which is altogeather 
ynknowen to the fecling. 

This lighr ſlvneth, where rhe place 
doth ner cotaine it: this voyce loun- 
deth , where the ayre dothnot hin- 
der it:this (weere {avioure tmelleth, 
where the winde dorh nor diſperſe 
it : the pleaſantnes of this diuine 
dilhc is taſted, where there is noe 
eating : this embracing is felt, where 
there js noe ſeparation, 

Thisis my God, neither isthere 
any other l:ke ynto bim. Thisis char 
which I ſee ke, whe i ſeeke my God. 
This is the thinge I lone, when 1 
lous my God, To to late haue 
Ll loucd 
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I loved thee o beautie moſt old and 
newe, to toJate (1 ſay) haucllo- 
ved theez thou truly didſt remaine 
within me, and yer I remained 
wirhour, feeking thee; (oe that I be- 
caine deſormed by being ouermuch 
afteted to thole faire rbinges which 
thou haſt created. Thouu was pre- 
ſen: with me, and T was not preſent 
withthee, Thoſe thinges debarred 
mefrom. thee, which coulde not ſub- 
fiſt bur by thee. 


I wear to cuerie thing fecking 


thee, and by meanes of them laofing 


my fſelfe , I asked theearthe, if it 
weare my God,andit anſwered nocz 
the like did all other thinges con- 
rainedinic. Lasked the lea, and the 
bottomles deptnes, and all manner 
of creatures containedin them, and 
they anſwered : VVe are not thy 
God,fecke him aboue vs. 1 asked the 
blowing aire, Whb rogearther with 

| al; 
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21] the inhabitants thereof anſwered 


FRO : R m 
Anaximines is deceiued: I am nor _ 
thy God , I asked theſame queſtion I} ., 


of the firmamepr, of the ſunne, 
' moone, and ſtarts; -who gave me ff ;þ 
the ſame an{were. 1 asked againe of 
all theſc aforeſaid that ſtoode roande If ,þ 
about me : You have toldeme, that I 
you are not my God, at leaſt ſay 


Aga | 0! 
ſomerhing of him: & they all cried 
out with aloude ygice: Iris he, that I .. 
hath made vs. = 


After this I asked the wide & {pa- I} 
tious worlde. Tell me,if thou be my | q 
God , or not? VVYVho anſwcred 
witha ſtrong voice : I am northy 
God, but a creature created by him: || 7, 
he, whom thou ſeckeſt in me, harh || þ; 
created me, ſecke him aboue me, | ;þ 
who at this preſent doth goutrne ff x, 
me, and heeretofore hath maze ff 
me. 

T his demaunde and conference 
made 
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made with other creatures,isa deepe 
conſideration of them , and theire 
anſwere is the teſtimonie which they 
nne, þ giue of God, for thar they all afficme, 
MCI that God hath made them : Becauſe 
e of Nl :5the Apoſtle faieth, the inviſible 
ude Þ thinges of God, are vnderſtood and 
that ſcene, by thoſethings that are done, 
lay Þ ofthe ereatures of che world, 
r:ed Afr this I returned vnto my ſelfe, 
that Þ 194 entring into my fe!fe,I viel with 
p my ſelfe this diſcourſe: VVho art 
*P1- Þ thon? And I anſwered vnto my ſelfe: 
MY | 1 ima mortal man, endewed with 
red NÞ jeaſon: And 1 began to examine, 
thy | wharthis was, ſaying: VVhence © 
1M: | Lord my God hath this creature his 
rh beginning? whence (I ſay} vnleſle fro 
mc, |} thee? Thou haſt made me, and not 
"NC BF I my (clfe . VVhoart thou then? 
2-C | VYhoartthou, by whom land all 
other thinges doc live, & hauec theire 
krjng? VVhoart thou? Thou o Lord 
| wy 
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my God art the true and onely Cod, 
©mnipotent and ctervall, infinite and 
incomptehenſible: who hueſt euer. 
laſtingly, and nothing dizth in thee ; 
becauſe thou art iminottall ,Awelling N-- 
in a place that ſhall continue worlde 7 
without end, admirable in the cies "Ws 
of the Angells, vnſpeakeable , rn» # 


ſ-archeable, and not to be na- _ 
med 

2 Yat 

Thou artthe living and trae God, Ne 

terrible aod powerfull, nor knowing a 

beginning or crd, the be cinning and "4 

ead of all rhinges; whoarth efore ne” 


the beginning and originall of all 
generations , *worldes , ages and Þ, 
times. Thou art my God, the Lord 


of ail things, which thou 'haſt crea- 34 
red. Thou knoweſt the cauſcs of all þ-- 
thinges char 'are ſtable , thou |:© 
knoweſt rhe immutable beginnings = 


of 2il thinges thatare mutab = thoy 
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knoweſt the ecernall reaſons of all 
thinges reaſonnable , vn: catonnable, 
aud temporall, 

Tell me then o my God thy poore 
xnworthy ſervant, thou that arr ful 
of mercie rell me that am tull of m4- 
ſcrie , for thy mercies {ſake tc! mel 
beſeeche thee. VVhence had ran 
his be zinn:ng, but from thee 2.VVas 
there ener any man that covice 
vaunt to hauc been the author of his 
owne creation? Is itnot from thee 
alone,that we have our lite & berg? 
Art not thou the chiefe being, trum 
vhome cueric thing hath his begin- 
ning 2 For whatlocuer is, is from 
thee, becauſe without thee there is 
1othing. Artnot thou the founraine 

F life, from whome floweth all 


ite 2 Becauſe whatſocuer liucrh , 
meth by thee, for that nothing li- 
cth without thee. 

Thon 
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' Thou therfore {o Lord!haſt made 


all thinges. Shall I then demaund 
who made me? Thou haſt made me 
o Lord, without whom nothing was 
made, Thouart my Creator, I am 
thy creature. 

I 'giue thee thankes (o Lord my 
God by whom I, &all other thinges 
doc liue) forthat thou haſt cceared 
me Igiuethcethankes o my maker, 
for that thy handes have made me, & 
fathioned me. I giue thee thankes © 
mylight, for that thou haſt en- 
lighrned me, by which meanes I hay: 
found both thee and my ſelfe.V Vher 
I have found my ſelfe, there I hauc 
knowen my ſelfe; where I haue foiid 
thee, there I have knowen thee: 2nd 
where I hauc knowen thee, there 
thou haſt enlightned me . I giue thee 
thankes o my light, for that thou 
h-{ enlightned me. 

But what is that which I haue ſaieq; 
Ihauc 
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I haue knowen thee? Artnortthoua 
an incomprehEſble & infinite God, 

the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, who dwelleſt alone in im- 

mortalitic, and in that light, which 

noe man can artaine vnto:which noe 
man hach euer ſeene,or can poſliblie 
ſce? Artnotthou a hidden God,and 
of ynſearcheable maicſty, who onely 
artable ro knowe and contemplate 

the greatnes and wonderfulnes of 
thine owne excellencie? V Vho then 
hath knowen, that which he hath 
never ({eene 2 Becauſe thou haſt ſaied 
in thy truth: Man ſhall not ſee me, & 
live. Thy Apoſtle likewiſe hath ſaied 
by thy tiuthe: Noe man hath ever 
ſeene God. V Vho then hath knowen 
that, which he bath nur ſeene 2 Thy 
tinth inlike manner bath firmed: 
Noe one hath knowen the ſonne 
bur che Father ; neither hath anyone 
knowen the Father but the ſonne. | 
K — Thy 
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Thy- ſole Trinitie therfore is 
wholy knowen to thy telfe alone, 
which ſurpatſerh all vaderſtan- 
ding. 

Howe durſt I then ( that ama man 
like vato vanitic)}athrme, that I haue 
knowen thee 2 For who hath knowt 
thee, beſides thy felfe 2 Becauſe 
chou onely art God almightic , moſt 
worthy to be prayſed moſt glorious, Þ. 
moſt highe, and aboue all others 10 
be exalted, whointhe ſacred and di- 
uine ſcriptures art faicd to be ſuper- 
eſTeoriall : For that thou art knowen 


tobe ſuperclicnrially and ſuperintel- 
ligibly aboue alleſlence intelligible, 


intelle&uall or ſenſible, and abouc 
eucric name that is named cither in 
this worlde, or inthe next; becauſe 
by thy ſupereſſentiall and. hidden di- 
uinitic thou doſt inacceſhbly and 
vnſcarcheably dwell in thy ſelfe a- 
boue all realon ynderſtanding, and 

ellence, 


— 
- 
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efſence, wher ther is inacceflible 
light, and vnſearcheable,incompre- 
henſible, & vnſpeakeable brightnes, 
vato which noe brightnes is able ro 
arrive; becaufeiris thought to exceed 
he boundes of all humaine contem< 
plarion , vnſecne , beyon1e humaine 
reaſcnand voderſtanding, and foe 
highe that noe man can attaine vnto 
ic: moſt free hkewiſe from murta- 
rion , and not to be imparred to ary 
one: VVhich neither was, nor can 
poſhibly at any time be ſecne by ci» 

ther Angells or men, | 

This1s thy heauen, o Lord , thy 
heauen that iscarued and garniſh- 
ed, thathidden and ſupereſſcuriall 
brigheaes ; ſurpaſſing all ynderſtan-- 
ling and reaſon, of whom 1t is 
aied : The heaucn of heauen belon- 
oing to our Lord , The heauen of 
icaucn,in copariſon of which all rhe 
K 2 other 
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other heauens, are but as it weare 
the earth, for thatir is exalted after a 
moſt admirable manner aboue all the 
other heauens, Yea in reſpect of this 
the heauen called Calum Empyrenm 
1s bur as it weare the earthe; for this 
is the heauen of hcaven belonging 
to our Lord, becauſe it is knowen to 
noe other bur ro our Lord, Into 
which noe man hath cuer aſcended, 
but he, that hath deſcended from 
heauen; for that noe mi hath knows 
the Father, but the Sonne, and the 
holy Ghoſt proceeding from both of 
them. Neither hath any one knowe 
the Sonne, but the Father, and the 
holy Ghoſt praceeding from both 
ofthem. 

Certainely the Trinitie is wholy 
knowen to thee onely o holy Tri- 
nitic, © Trinitie moſt - admirable, 
moſt vnſpeakeable,moſt vaſcarche- 
able , moſt ivacceſiible, moſt in- 
come 
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comprehenſible, ſfuperintelligible,8& 
ſupereſſenriall, ſapereſſentiallie ſur- 
mounting all humaine ſenſe , all rea- 
ſon, all vadeſtaading,all wiſdome, al! 
eflence or being, cuen of the very 
Saintes in heauen ; foe that itis im- 
poſſible cucn with Angells cies to 
exprelle, imagine , vndetrſtande, or 
knowec the lame. 

Howe then have I knowen thee, 
o Lord God moſt high aboue all the 
carth & heaucns , who art not per- 
fefthe knowen of the Cherubins & 
Seraphins rhemſclues : ſoc that theic 
face is couered with the winges of 
their contemplatios , whilſt in praiſe 
of him that ſitreth ypon the high gc 
lofty throne, they cry out with a 
loude voice, ſaying. Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God of hoſtes. All the 
carth is full of thy glory. 

The Prophet was afraicd & (aied: 
K 3 VYec 
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174 The Soliloquies 
VVoe bero me,for that T have been 
ſilent, becauſe 1 am a man of vn- 
cleavelipps. My harte :kewiſe hath 
been affrayed, and faicd. VVoe be 
to me, for thar I have not been {i- 
lent, becaule1 am a mzn of vncleane 
lips. I cannor denie, ki tharl haue 
afarmed , rhat f have knowen thee, 
Neucrihelelile, woe be torhofe, who 
ſpeake nor of thee, becauſe with- 
out thy ayde and afſiftance, thoſe 
that ſpeake muche woulde becuato 
x20 how 

VVherfore o Lord my God REN 
will not be filenr, becanſe thou haſt 
made me, and en!tkrned me, by 
which meanes I have founde ts 
ſelfe, and knowen thee , Put howe 
haue 1 knowen rhee?t have knowen 
rhee in thy {clfe, I have knowen 
thee, not as thou art to thy (elfe, but 
as thou art to me : not without thee, 
bur 
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but in thee, becauſe thou art rhe 
I:2hr, which haft eatighined me, For 
curn as thou art onely knowen to 
thy ſelfe, as thou arr ro thy ſelfe:; 
{oc thou art knowen ro me, accor- 
ding as by thy grace thou art to 
me. | 

Burwhatarrthou ro me ? Tell me 
o mercifull Lord thy poore & 'wter- 
ched ſeryanr,tell me for thy mercies 
{:ke IT befſeech thee, what arrthou 
ome 2? Say vnto my ſoule, I am thy 
{ination : hide not away thy face 
tome, leaſt I dy. Suffer me (albeit 
! am bur earthe and aſhes) ro ſpeake 
vnto thy mercy, ſuffer me (I lay ) 10 
eake vnto thy mercy, becauſe thy 
e7cy is greote towardes me . I will 
herfore preſume to ſpeake vnto my 
Lord , albeit I am but duſt and 
nes , Tell me o mercifull Lord 
hy poore and wretched ſcruaunt, 
K 4 tell 
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tell me for thy mercies ſake I be- 
ſceche thee, whatart thou to me 3 
VVhervppon thou haſt thundered 
with a greate yoyce from about into 
the internall eare of my harte , and 
haſt cured my deafnes,foe thatThauc 
hearde thy voyce : thou haſt likewiſe 
enlightned my blindnes , and I hauc 
ſeene thy light, and knowen thee to 
be my God, 

For this cauſe I afirmed, that I 
have knowenrthee. I hauc knowen 
thee to be my God. I have knowen 
thee to be the onely true God, and 
Iz svs CHRisT, whome thou 
haſt ſent. | 

There was a time , when I did not 
knowe thee. VVoebeto that time, 
when 1 did not knowe thee : woe be 
to that blindnes, when I did not (cc 


! thee: woebe to that deafnes , when 


1 did not heare thee : when l became 


blinde, deafe, and deformed , by 
ouct- 
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ouermuche affecting thoſe faire 
thinges which thou haſt framed. 

Thou o Lord weart with me, and 
I vyas not vvith thee, becauſe thoſe 
thinges did keepe me avvay from 
thee , vrhich had noe being, but ia 
thee. Thou haſt enlightned me o 
light of the vyorlde,and I haue ſcene 
thee and loued thee : becauſe noe 
man loueth thee, bur he thar ſeethe 
thee, and noe man ſecthe thee, but 
he that loueth thee. 

Toto late have loued thee, { o 
beautie moſt old and nevve) roto 
late have I ldued thee. VVoebero 
that time yyhen I hanc not {oued 
thee, 
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tell me for thy mercies ſake I be- 
ſceche thee, whatart thou to me 3 
VVhervppon thou haſt thundered 
with a greate voyce from about into 
the internall eare of my harte, and 
haſt cured my deafnes,foe that IT hauec 
hearde thy voyce : thou haſt likewiſe 
_ enlightned my blindnes , and I hauc 

ſcene thy light, and knowen thee to 
be my God, 

For this cauſe I affirmed, thar I 
have knowen thee. I hauce knowen 
thee ro be my God. Ihauc knowen 
thee to be the onely true God, and 
Izsvs CHRIisT, Whome thou 
haſt ſent, 

There was a time , when I did not 
knowe thee. VVoebeto that time, 
when 1 did not knowe thee : woe be 
| tothatblindnes, whenl did not cc 
i _ thee: woebe to that deafnes , when 
 1didnotheare thee : when I became 
blinde, deafe, and deformed , by 
Oucr* 
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ouermuche affeting thoſe faire 
thinges which thou haſt framed. 

Thou o Lord weart with me, and 
I vyas not yvith thee, becauſe thoſe 
thinges did keepe me avvay from 
thee , vvhich had noc being, but ia 
thee. Thou haſt enlightned me o 
light of the vyorlde,and I have ſeene 
thee and loued thee : becauſe noe 
man loueth thee, bur he thar ſeethe 
thee, and noe man ſecthe thee, but 
he that loucth thee. 

Toto late have loued thee, { o 
beautie moſt old and nevve) toto 
late haue I loued thee. VVoe bero 
that time .yvhen 1 banc not {oued 
thee, 
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A profeſiion of the true faith. 
CHAP. XXXIlL, 


] Giue thee thankes o my l:ghr, 

who haſt enlightned me, & 1 hane 
knowen thee, But howe hane I 
knowen thee ? I have knowen thee 
to be the onely living and true Gog, 
and my creator, I haue knowen thee 
to be the maker of heaten and 
carthe, of all chinges viſible and in- 
viſible, to be true God, omniporenr, 
immortall, and inuifible, bhauing 
peither boundes , nor limits, cter- 
nall, inacceflible , incomprebenſi- 
ble , vnſearcheable, immurable, 
vnſpeakeably greate, yea infinire, 
the beginning of all viſible and 
inuiſible | creatures, by whome 


all cthinges arc made, by whomeall 


the elements are preferued and 
mMaiy» 
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maintained. VVhole maicſtic, like 
as it had neuer beginning, ſoc it ſhall 
beuer have cnding, 

I have knowen thee to be one 
onely rrue God, the eucrlaſting Fa- 
ther, Sonne, and holy Ghoſt , three 
perſonnes indeede, yer bur one 
onely itmple eflence, and indiuifible 
nature : tue Father from none, the 
Sonne from the Father alone, rhe 
holy Ghoſt proceeding equallie 
from the Father and the Sonne : 
being alwaies withour beginning or 

nding, one onely Godin threeper- 
onnes, true God almighty , the ſole 
beginning ofall thinges, the creator 
df all chinges viſible and inuifible , 
pirituall and temporall. V Vho by 
hy omnipotent power in the begin- 
ing when rime firſt beganne didſt 
rcate of nothing both creatures at 
nce the ſpirituall and corporall, 
ro 
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to wit Angells and creatures of the 
yvorlde, and after that man, conſi- 
ſting of a bodie and foule, as one 
common to bothe of rhem. 

] haue knowen thee, and confeſlc 
thee to be true God the father vnbe- 
gotten, the ſonne begotten of the 
fac cher, the holy Ghoſt the-comfor- 
rer, neither begorren , neither vnbe- 
gotten, the ſacred and vnſeparable 
Trinitie,i in three perſonnes, cocqual 
conſubſtantiall, and coetcrnall; Tri 
airiein ynaric, and yniticin Trinitie 
which 1 belicuce in my harte form 
iuſtification, and confeſſe with m 
mouthe for the attajning of ſalua 
rion. 

T haue knowen thee Izsvs Curr: 
our Lord the onely begotten ſonn 
of God, to be true God, the creato! 
faviour and redeemer of me,anda 
mankinde, whom I confeſſe to hay 
been borne of the father before a 
world 
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worldes, God of God, hight of lighr, 
veric God, of verie God, not made 
but begorten,colubſtantial & coerer- 
nall ro the father and the holy Ghoft, 
by whom all thinges weare madefrs 
{the beginning; ficmely belicaing , & 
vnfainedly confeſling thee Izsvs 
CHR1sT the onely begorten ſonne 
Jof the father to be true God , by the 
common conſent of the whole Tri- 
nirie taking fleſhe yppon thee for 
- Jthe {aluation of man,and by the coo- 
peration of the holy Ghoſt concei- 
ucd of thy bleſſed mother Macie 
Jcucra Virgin, being made true man 
ofa reaſonnable toule , and humaine 
fleſhe ſubliſting, VVho albeit thou 
art the onely begotten ſonne of 
God ,and conſequently impaſhble 
& immortall according to thy diai- 
nitic:yet by reaſon of the vaſpeakea- 
ble loue, wherewith thon haft 
leucd vs, thou the ſame fonne of 

L. God 


182 , The goliloquies 
God haſt become paſſible and mor 
tall according to thy humanirie. 


Thou (I ſay) o ondy Sonne of 


God for mans ſaluation haſtvouch 


fafed ro endure a moſt bitter deathd* 


and paſſion to the end thou mightſi 


deliver vs from deathe cuerlaſting 
Thou likewiſe o author of light hat 
deſcended into hell, where our fore- 


farhers did fit in darknes and haſt re-J_ 


turned from thence on the third day 
asa glorious conquerour, reſuming 
againe thy ſacred bodie, which for 
our finnes had remained deade in 
the ſepulcher, and reniuing it the 
third day according to the ſcripture, 
thatthou mightſt place it in gloric 
arthe right hande of God the fa- 
ther. For hauing delivered thoſe 


V 


ing 
whe 


be 


from captivitie , whome the ancient] 


foc and ennimie of mankind had de- 


tained as priſoners in limbo Patram,ſſ, 


thouthe trye ſonne of God haſt a(- 
; ? Oh cended 


.one holy Spirir of the Father and the 
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peace or paine. Forall men, that 
haue received a humaine ſoule , ſhall 
ariſe at that dayin the ſame ficthe, 
which they had heere; being by the 
voice of thy diuine power iummo- 
nedto appeare; to the eng, that cue- 
ric ian ( his ſoule and body being 
reunited in one} may according ro 
his meritts recciue either gloric or 
damnation. 

Thou o Lord Izxsvs Cunrrsr 
art our life, and our reſection : 
whom we expett, asour Samour cy 
come and fave vs, wao wilt reforme 
th: bodic of our baſenes , making 1: 
conformable ro the bodic of thy 
brightnes. 

I haue knowen thee true God,and 


Sonne, proceeding equallie from 
both of them, conſubitant:all and 
cocternall ro 'the-Father an: the 
Sonne , bcing our comforter and ad; 
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nocate: whoinlikenes ofa dove hat 
deſcended vppon the fame God, our 
Lord IzSvs CHxrsT,appearing 
hkewiſein rongues of fire vppon the 
Apoſiles. VVhoalloe by theguiftof 
thy grace haſt taughe all the Sajnts 
and ele of God from the begin+ 
ning, openning in like manner the 
mouthes of the Prophetes, tothe 
end they might declare the wonder» 
full chinges of thy beauenly king- 
dome : who togeather with the Fa- 
ther and the Scnne art adored and 
glorified of all the Saints of God. 

Amongſt whom 1 likewiſe the ſoane 
of thy hande-maide, doe with my 

whole hart glorifie thy name, be- 

cauſe thou haſt enlightned me. For 

thoa art the rrue liohe, the light char 

cclleththe rruthe, the fire of God, 

and the maiſter and diretour of our 

floules, who by thy ſacred vation 

doſt teache vs all truthe. 


L 3 Thou 
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Thou artthe Spirit oferuth, with- 
out whole ayde it is impoſlible te 
pleaſe God : becauſe: thou thy lelfe 
air God of God, and light of lighr, 
proceeding after an vnſpcakeable 
wanner from the father of lighres, 
and from his ſonne Izsys CHRIST 
our Lord with whome thou art gl» 
rified, and doſt raigne togeather 
with them ſupereflentiallic , being 
conſubſtantiall, cocquall and coc- 
ternall with them in che eſſence of 
one Triaitie. - 
I hauc knowen thee one living 
and true God, the Father, the 


Sonne,andthe holy Ghoſt, thice|; 


indeedc in perſonnes, but onc incl- 
ſence :: whome 1 confeſle, adore , 
and glorifie with my whole harre 
as the true and onely God, holy, 
immorcall, inuifible, immutable, in- 
acceſlible, vaſearcheable, one hight, 
one ſunne one breade, one life, one 
good, 
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good , one Senany and oneend, 
one creator of heaueu and earthe: by 
whome allthinges doeliug, are pre- 
{ſzrued, guided, guucrned , and rcui- 
ued, in heauen, incarthe, and vnder 
the earthe : belies whome there 
is noc- God cither in heaucn or 
earthe. 

Thus o Lord God I have knowen 
thee ( who knoweſt me) thus | haue 
knowen thee. I have knowen thee 
o my light, by thy faithe, which 
thou haſt inſpiredinto me, o Lord 
my God the lighrof mine cies, the 
hope\of the vaiucrfall worlde rhe 
i0y that maketh glad my young and 


render yeares , and the good that ſu- 


itaineth my old age. 

All my bones reioyce in thee {0 
Lord) ſaying : O Lord who is like 
vnto thee? VVho is like vnto 


thee © Lord amongſt the Gods? 
For 


L 4 
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For that the handes of men haue not 
made thee, bur contrariwiſe, it ts 
thou that haſt made the handes of 
men. The idolls of the Genrills are 
filuer and golde, the workemanſhip 
of the handes of : but the maker 
of men is not ſuche an one. Allthe 
Gods of the Gentiles are divellss 
but our Lord hath made the hea- 
nens; he therefore is the true God. 
Ler thoſe Gods, which haue not 
made heauen and carthe, periſhe, 
znd be caſt forthe of heanen and 
carthe : and ler heauen and earthe 
prayſe that God, which hath created 
hcaucn and carthe. 
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The achnowvledging of our ovvne 
baſenes, 


CHAPT. XXXIII, 
V V Hois like vnto thee(o Lord) 
even amonge the Gods? 
V Vhoſll ay) is like ynto thee? Thou 
art greateinſan@rie, terrible , and 
worthy to be praiſed, doinge thinges 
that deſerue to be admired. 

To to late haue I knowen thee, (0 
true light) co ro late have 1 knowen 
thee. And the cauſe was, for thar 
there was a greate and darke cloude 
before mine eies, that delighted in 
vanitie, which hindered me from 
beholding the ſunne of iuſtice, and 
the light of all veritic. I was wrpat 
in darknes, being the childe of dark- 
nes, and I loued darknes, becauſe 

Ly I knewe 
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I knewe not the light. I was blinde, 
and loued blindnes, and walked 
threughone darknes into an other. 

VVno hath delivered me from 
thence, wher I remained as ablinde 
man, fitting in darknes, andinthe 
ſhadowe of death? VYho hath taken 
me by the hande, and lead me forthe 
of the ſame? VVho is he, that bath 
thus enligh:ned me? 1 ſought him 
not, and he ſought me; I called him 
nort,and he called me. But who is he? 
Thonart he o Lord my God, being 
moſt mercifull and pirtifull, yea the 
Father of mercies, and God of all 
comforre. 

ThouoLord my God moſt holy 
art he that haſt donne the ſame, 
whom I confefſe with my whole 
harte, rendring thavks ro thy holy 
name.l did not fſecke thee, thou haſt 
ſoughr me, I did not call vpon thee, 
thou haſt callcd me, yea thou haft 
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called me by thine owne name. 
Thou haſt thundered from heauen 
witha greate voice into the internall 
care of iny harte, ſaying : Let lightbe 
made . andlight was made; where- 
opon that greate and darke cloude, 
which hadcouered mine cies depar- 
ted and was diſſulued, whereby Tl 
haue ſcene thy light, and knowe rhy 
voice: AndI faicd: Trulie o Lord, 
thou art my God, who haſt deliuered 
me out of darknes,and from the ſha- 
dowe of deathe, calling me into thy 
admirable light , ſoe that nowe I ice. 
Thanksbeto thee (oLord) who 
haſt enl.ghrned me. And I looked 
backe , and beheld rhe darknes, 
wherein I had lined, andthe deepe 
darke dongeon, wherein I had re- 
mained , which made me with 
feare and erembling ro crie , out 
ſaying:VVoe is me,wocis mein reſ- 
peRt of the darknes in which I have 
L 6 Te- 
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remained; woe is me,in reſpett ofmy 
former blindnes , in which I could 
not ſee the light of heauen. V Vee 1s 
me, woe 1s me, in reſpett of my 
former iznorance, . when 1 did not 
knowe thee © Lord. Thanks ther- 
fore be to thee o my enlightner and 
deliuerer , for tharthvu haſt enlighr- 
ned me, and 1 have knowen thee. 

Toto late haue I knowen thee o 
ancient veritic, to to late have 1 
knowen thee o cternall truth. Thou 
remained'ſtin light, & I in darknes; 
and I knewe thee not, becauſe I 
coulde not be enlightned withaur 
thee, for that theris noe light be- 
fides thee. 
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A conſideration of Gods divine 
Mareſtie, 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


(-Sod the holy of holies, the 
God of Gods, & Lord of Lords, 
of ineſtimable Maieſtic , whoſe w6- 
derfull greatnes cannot be vttered 
or imagined: before whom the An- 
pelicall Powers doe shake for featc, 
whom all the Dominarions, and 
Thrones doe adore, in whoſe pre- 
ſence all the Vertues doe tremble, 
whoſe power and wiſdume is 1nhi- 
nite; who haſt layed the foundation 
pf the worlde vpon nothing, and 
pathered togeather the ſea in the 
aire aSit weare ina bottle. 
O moſt mighty,moſt holy,& moſt 
powerfull God, the God of the Spi- 
rics or foules of all mortall crea- 
L 97 tures, 
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tures, from whoſe fight heauen and 
carthe doe flic away for feare, to 
whom all the elements doe obey ar a 
becke;lett all thy creatures adore and 
glorifie thee. Amongſt whom I vn- 
worthy wretch the ſonne of thy 
hand-made doe bowe Joous the 
necke of my hatte vnder the feete 
of thy ſupreame Maicſhe ( being 
' taught ſoe to doe by the faithe, 
which thou haſt ginen me} rendring 
thanks vrto thee, for that thou haſt 
vouchſafed by thy mercy to en- 
lighten me. 

Olighrmoſttrue, ſacred and de- 
lighefull, moſt worthy ofpraiſe, and 
moſtadmirable, which enlightneth 
euery man coming into this worlde, 
yea the cies of the Angells them- 
ſelues . Bcholde nowe I ſee, for 
which T thanke thee. Beholde nowe 
I ſee the light of heauen; a heauenly 
bright beame proceeding ar 

. ace 


| and 
WO 
y at a 
eand 
I vn- 
f thy 
2 the 
feete 
YeinT 
the, 
dring 
1 haſt 
_en- 


d de- 
and 
rneth 
r1de, 
hem- 
for 


10W2z 
acenly 
mn the 


of S. Auguſtin. 195 
face of thy brightnes doth thine vp6 
the cies of my minde, which maketh 
all my bones to retoyce. 

O that this light weare perfeR in 
me; encreaſcitinme , oauthor of 
light, I beſcech thee . Enmcreaſe 
(1 ay) 1 beſeech thee , that lighr 
that ſhincthin me, Let it be aug- 
mented 1 beſeech thee, ler ir be 
augmented bychee. VVhart is this, 
that I feele > VVhart fire is this , 
that maketh hortre my harte? VVhar 
light 'is this that enlightneth my 
harre? 

Qfire which doſt alwaies burne, 
and art neuer cxtinguiſhed , en» + 
flameme, O light, which doſt al- 
waies ſhine , and art neucrdarkned, 
culighren me, O thatI weare made, 
hottie by thee. O ſacred fire, howe 
{weetelic doſt thou heate ,, howe 
ſecretlie doſt thou ſhine;, howe de» 
{iredhie doft crhou burne? VYoebero” 
thoſe, 
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thee, woe beto thoſe, thatare nor 
enlightned by thee. O true light en- 
lighrning all the worlde , whole 
brightnes doth repleniſhe all the 
worlde.V Voebeto thoſe blind cies, 
which doc norlee thee, who arcthe 
ſunne,thar giueſt light both ro heaus 
and carth. VVoe bero thoſe dimme 
ciag, Which cannotſce thee. VVoe 
be to thoſe eics , that are turned 
away from ſccing vetitie. V Voe be 
ro thoſe cics that are not turned 
away from ſccing vanitie. | 
Verily thole cies, thataze accyſto- 
med todarknes cannot bebolde the 
bright beames ofthy ſupreame righ- 
teauſnes, neither doc they knowe 
what tothinke of the lighr, whoſe 
dwelling is in darknes. They ce, 
loue, &approoue the darknes,ſfo that; 
walking from one datkves inco an 
other, they ſtumble, & tumble they 
knowe 
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knowe not whither . Doubles they 


are wretched, that knowe not what” 
they looſe, but they are more wret- 
ched, that knowe what they looſe, 
who fall with theireies open , & def- 
cendaliue into perdition. 

Olighr moſt bleſſed, who canſt nor 
be ſcene of thoſe cies, that are never 
ſoe little defiled ; Bleſſed are the 
cleane in hatte , for they ſhall (ce 
God.Cleanſe me o cleanſing vertue, 
cure mine cles,to the od hat with 
{ounde and cleare cries I may beable 
to beholde thee, whom fore & ſickly 
cies canrot poſſibly ſee, Remone frg 
mine cies (1 befeechtheeo inacce(- 
ſible beauty) the ſcales ofmy former 
blindnes , by the beames of thy 
brightnes; that I may be able ſted- 
faſtly ro beholde thee, and in thy 
| hc may (ce light. 

Beholde o my light,nowe I ſce, for 
which I thakethee, Ler this my lighr 

o Lord 
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o Lord {I bcſeechthee) be cncreafed 
by thee. Open mineeics , that I may 


ſe the wouderfull thinges of thy 


lawe, who art wonderfull in thy 


Saints . I give theethanks © my 
ligbr, for that I nowc ſec, albeit ob- 
ſcurely as it weare in a mirrour or 
looking glaſſe. but when ſhall I ſee 
thee apparantlic face to face? 

O when will chat day, of joy and 
mitthe arrive, in which, 1 ſhall entes 
mto the place of thy tabernacle ſae 
much to be admired, even into the 
houſe of God, totheend I may ſee 


him face to face that ſeethe me, that. 


ſoc my defire may be accompliſhed, 


yo of 
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of the deſire and thirs? of the ſoule- P 
«fter God. | 


CHAPT. XXXV, 


L Ike as the harte or ſtagge defi- 
reth the fountaines of warer 
(when he is pourſued) . euen ſoc my 
ſoule longeth after thee o God, My 
ſoule bath thirſted aftertheemy God 

the liuing fountaine; when hal I 

come,and appearebefore thy face?O 
fountaine of life, @ veine of living 


'|waters:when ſhall I come to the wa- 


ters of thy ſweernes fro this delerre, 
craggic and drycountrie, that I may 
ſce thy vertuc and glory , & quenche 
my thirſt with the waters of thy 
mercy. Tn 

I thirſt o Lord, thou, thatart the 
fountrane of life, give me ro drinke: 
I chirſt © Lord, 1rthiſt after _ 
the 
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the living God. O when ſhall Tcome 
ood Lord , and appeare befo:c 11:y 
face?And ſhall 1 then at lEgth indeed 
ſee that day, thatday (1 fay ) otioy &: 
ladnes , that day , which our Lord 
bimſelfe hath made that we mig hc 
reioyceand begladinit? 

- O famous, and faire day, haning 
neither euening,, nor Sunnlerting, in 
which 1 ſhall heare the voyce of 
praite,mirthe, and thanks-giuing; in 
which I ſhall heare ſaied: Enter 1110 
the ioy of thy Lord, Enter imo the 
everlaſting ioy, ivto the houſe of toy 
Lord God, wher ther are g1ecte, and 
vnſearchable, & wonderfull thinees, 
which cannor be numbred. Emer 
Into that ioy, which is free from 
heauines, which contaircth cuerla- 
ſting gladnes:wher all goodnes doth 
zbounde,and noe cull can be found, 
V Vher ther ſhaibe wharſceuer thou 
loueſt,& nothing that thou loatheſt, 


ICT 
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Ther is thar vitall life, which is 
ſweere andlouely, which likewiſe 
ſhall endure euerlaſtingly . VVher 
cher ſhalbe noe foe toimpugne vs, 
nor alluremen: to entice vs, but ſo- 
neraigne and certaine aſſurednes, af- 
red qu'ernes, and quiet ioyfullnes, 
1oyfull happines, happie euerla- 
ſtingacs, and cuecrlaſting bleſſedn*s; 
wher rher is the bleſſed Trinitie, and 
vnicie of Trinitie,and deitic of vnity, 
and the bleſſed fight of the deitie, 
wirich is the ioy of thy Lord 
God, h 

O ioy {irmountingallioy, oioy 
excecding all-oy,befides which ther 
is noe true ioy;whe ſhall 1 cnter into 
thee, thar I may ſee my God, that 
dwyc!leth in thee? I will goe thither, 
& {ce-thar greate fight, VVhatis it, 
that doth detaine me? VVoe 1s me, 
tor that my abode in this life hatch 
--2n oucrionge. Howe long ſans) 
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hall I heare it faied, wher is thy for 
Godthowe l5ge ſhall L heare it faicd, thy 
ſtay a whil:,expe& yeta while. 
Novve therfore vvhat doe | expect? 
doe vve not(o Lord my God) expect 
our Lord and Saviour Izsvs Chrift, 
vvho vvill reformethe body of cur 
hamilitie , making ir like ro h's 
bright and glorious body. VVe cx-| 
pett our Lord, vyhen he vvill returnef 
fr6 the mariages.that he may vouch- 
{tafe ro aimir vs to his marizge. 
Come o Lord, and doc notſtzy. 
Come o Lord lesy Chriſt, & viſit vs 
in peace: comeand deliver vs, thatf 
ly fettered and bounde in the priſon 
of rhis morrall body;thar with a pec- 
f:& hart we may reioyce before 
thee Come ofweerte Sauiour , Thou 
that of the Genrils art ſoe much deli- 
red, come, and ſhewe vs thy face, & 
we ſhalbe ſaved. Come o my light, 8 
my Redeemer. , deliver my ſcule 
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 +hy | fortbe of priſon,to praiſe & magaifie 
| thy holy name. 

| Howe longe ſhall I poore wretch» 
.,1ed man be roſfled ta and fro inthe 


auen of heauenlie fehcitie. 

Happic are they , who being deli- 
ered from the danger of this rem- 
peſtuous ſea, haue deſerued to at- 
aine vnto thee o God, the porte of 
peace and ſecuritic , Thole trulie 
Ire erule happie, who hbaue arri- 
. hed from this ſorrowfull ſea, ro 
he ſhore of ſaftic, from this 
Thou f!ac< of baniſhmenr ro the heauenly 
- fountrie, from the priſon of this 
2-portalitic , to the pallace of per- 
6 % eruall felicitic : who bauning ob- 
zined the rewarde of cuerlaſting 


glory 
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glory , by mcancs of the manifolde 


miſeries, which hcerethey ſuſtained, hat 
doe nowe for cuermore reioycef%©! 


with moſt happy mirth, being nowe Ine: 
bleſſed by cnioyeing chat reſt, which 


they ſoc much defircd. 


lom 
vith 


V Vithout doubt they are bleſſed, yea vich 
more then a thouſand rimes bleed pe 


who being nowe free fro all miſcrie 
haue deſerued to atraine to the 
kingdom ofall brightnes & beauty, 
being likewiſe ſecure of this thei; 
neuer fading & ncuer failing glory. 
O erernall kingdome, o £ingdom: 
along ro corinue as cternitie ir felfe 
wher ther is light cuerlaſting,, & tl 
peace of God ,, which paſteii all vr 


derſtanding:in which kingdomethf. 
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ſoules of che Saints doe repoſe, the! ickm 
heades being oucrſhadowed. wit vithe 


+ i fray gladnes,who ſhaibe cue; 


aſtinglie-repleniſhed with ſuch ef? all 


ecllige ioy and mitth of minde 
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[Þat neither griefe nor groanes ſhall 
tuner be: hearde in thole their con- 
.nes.O howe Jun that king- 


lome, in which all thy Saints raigne 
yith thee o Lord, being cloathed 
yich light as with agarment, cache 


1 ne of them hauing on this heade 


| crovyne adorned yvith pretious 
tones. O kingdome of everlaſting; 


plifle, wherthou o Lo1d* (being the 


jope of the Saints, and rhe crowns 


| Pf their glory)art apparantlie facero 
kce ſcene of them, making them 


all parts to' reioyce in-thy peace, 


 {vhich ſurpaſſethallvnderſtanding. 


Ther, ther is infinice ioy, 'mirthe 
vithour fadnes, healthe vvithour 


cknes,way without wearines ,lght 


vithour darknes , life vvithoue 


J-carhe, allmanner of goodnes free 


ro alllmanner of wickednes. V Vher 
outhe-neuer groweth' old, wherlife 
noweth noc-cnd;, wher beauty ne- 
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yer fadeth , yvher charity never fai{; 


leth , vvher bealthe neuer decayeth 


vrher ioy ncuer decrcaſcth, vyvhet 
griefe is ncuer felt, vyher groaning 
1snever hearde, vvher forrovye 11 


neuer ſeene or perceived, vyher a! 
manner of mitth is alvyaics enioyed 


vyher noe cuill is feared: becauſe the 


ſoucraipne & ſupreame good is the 


polleſſed , vvhich is ro contemplatdj 


the face of the Lord of all veriues 
vvorld vvithout end. 

Happy therfore are they,v vho bein 
clcaped from the ſhipvvrack of thi 


presE life, haue deſerued to attained 
ro ſoe greate gladnes, But vnhappie 
(alas) and vofortunate vve, vvho fail 
through the rempeſtuous ſtormes, & 


dangerous gulfes of this greate ſea 
being ignorant vyhether vve ſh 


ever be able ro arrive at the 


happie hauen of heauenly feliciti 
Vnbappic I lay are yye , vyholc lif 
1 
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iJis incxile , vyholc life is in perill, 
and whoſe end is doubtfull, not 
Iknowing what our cnd will be,for 
ingthat all rhinges are keldein ſuſpence 
Jvncull our laſt day. VVe remaine 
as yet toſſed roand fro in the trous 
blceſome floudes of this tempeſtuous 
Jſea, fighing and ſecking to artaine 
to thee o Lord thee hancn of this 

Jica? 

O our countrie; o ſecure coun- 
rrie, albcir a farre of, yer weſee thee, 

Afrom this ſorrowfull ſea we falute 

mMythece, from this vale of miſerie we 
14fohe after thee, endeauouring euen 

14 with teares that by one meanes or 

Jan other we may attaine ynto thee. 

5 OQ Chriſt the hope of all man- 
kinde, God of God, our defence and 
fafetic, whoſe light , (like a became 

Jof the ftarre of the fea) doth en- 

c4lighten our cics amidſt the fog- 
lc liff 0c miſts of this tempeſtuous 
M 2 ſea, 
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fea, that therby we may be guided t6 
thee the haven of ſecuritie , Guide o 
Lord this our ſhipp vvith thy right 
kande, vvith the ſterne of thy croſle, 
that vve periſh nor in the floudes, 
that the tempeſt of vvater doe nor 
droyvne vs, that the deepe pulſes 
doc por deuour vs: but vvith the 
crooke of thy crofle , drawe vs out 
of this ſea vnto thee our onely com« 
fort and folace, whom we beholde a 
farre of ſtanding on the ſhore of 
that heaucnly country , with teares 
of render loue ready to receive vs, 
ſhining as the morning ſtarre, and 
as the ſunne of iuſtice. 

Beholde o Chriſt we call andcry 
vnto thee from this place of exile, 
as poore captives by thee xedee- 
med, whom thou haſt redeemed 
with thy pretious bloude . Heare 
vs © God our Saviour , the hope of 
all thoſe that dwcllia the virermoſt 
q _ 7 
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partesof the worlce, or farre diftant 
inthe ſea, where ſocuer, 

Beholde we faile ina troubleſoms 
and tempeſtcous ſee, thou o Lord, 
who ſtandeſt on the ſhore, ſeeſt the 
manifold davgers in which weare; 
forthy names fake, ſaue vs we be- 
ſeecke thee. Graunrt vs grace o Lord 
ſoc ro fſaiie, and in failing foe to 
keepe the mid-way betweene Scilla 
and Charybdis, that both thoſe pe- 
rillous gulfes being ayoided, we 
may with (afe ſhip and marchandiſe, 
ſecurely arrine at the houen of hea- 
venly [Sent 
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A further diſcourſe of the countrie and fe 
| kin:dome of beauen, ou 


CHAPT: XXXVT, me3 


VV Hen therfore we ſhall ar- [thee 
taine vnto thee, the foun-j V 
taine of heanenly wiſcdome, to thee ſriar 
the - light everlaſting, to thee the ſite, 
brightaes which ſhall ever ſhine :Pigh! 
{rior ſeeing thee then as we doeſpaſli 
nowe obſcurely as it weare in a mir- 
roure or Jooking glaſle, bur appa- Þ: 
rantly face to face ) then will our de- 
fire in thinges that ate good, be ful- 
lie contented and fatisfied, for thatfig 
there will be noe bther externall 
thinge at thattime that may bedeli- 
ted, ſauing thee o Lord,the lyupreameFout] 
and chicfcſt good, VVho wilt be thejoyce 

rewardq . 


and 
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rewarde of the bleffed ,the crowne 
or diademe of theire beautie, and 
che everlaſting ioy , which ſhall en- 
uiron theire | FoG 5 , giuing them 
peace both without and within , by 
meanes of thy peace, which paſſerh 
all'vnderſtanding. There we ſhall 
ſee thee, loue thee and prayſe 


| ar- jthee. 


UN» 


V Ve ſhall ſee lightin thylighe, for 


thee Jjrhat with ghee 15 the fountaine of 
the life, and in thy hight we fhall (ce 
ine ;fighr. Bur whar light 2 Surely ſar- 


doc 
mir- 
ppa- 
ju 
e ful- 
fthat 
>rnall 


de fi- 


paſſing greate light, ſpirirvall lighe, 
Incorruptible and incomprehenſible 
liphr, infaileable and vaquenchca- 
ble light, a light vnto which noe 
man can approache or artaine , 
light vncreated ,” true , and dis 
pine which cnlightneth the eies of 
he Angells ,- which makerh the 
outh of the Saints for to re- 


came 
De th 
wardc 


oyce. and be: gladde, .which is 
M 4 | 
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the light of lights, and the fountaine | eh, 
ef life, eucn thou thy ſelfe o Lord my [of 
God. For thou art the lighr,in whole ſpin 
lIighr we ſhall ſce light; thatisto ſay, [pea 
we ſhall ſee thecin thy ſelfe, in the delc 
brightnes of thy countenance, when the. 
we ſhall beholde thee face to face. life, 

Nowe what other thinge is it, to fight 
beholde thee facqy to face , bur ( ac- ſwhi, 
cording as the Apoſtle fayeth) roj M; 
knowe thee, cuen as I am,knowe, to beac; 
knowe thy truthe and thy gloric? the f 
To knowe thy face therfore is no- hath 
thinge els, burto knowe thepower ſm x 
ofthe Farther, the wiſedome of thefaued 
Sonne the mercie ofthe holy Ghoſt, He ſh 
the eſſence of the moſt highe Trini-ſhall } 
ric, being vndiuided , and one onely.ſhall þ 
VVherfore to beholde the face offor þh 
the living God, is the chiefeſt good,Jis pe 
the ioy ofthe Angells, and of all thefad b} 
Sain&s, the recompence of etcrnallje har 


life , the gloric of the blellcd ſpirics diſc 
t 


of 8. Aveuſbin. 21; 
ine | the eucrlaſting gladnes the crowns 
my fot comelines, the rewarde of hap- 
ole [pines, the richeſt reſt, the beautie of 
ſay, jpeace, the internall and externall 
the jdeleRation , the paradiſe of God, 
hea [the celeſtial Hierufalem, the happio 
e. fe, the fulnes of fehicitie , the de- 
to Pighrof cternitic , the peace of God, 
(ac- [which paſleth all raderſtanding, 
) ro | Mans whole bliſſe therefore, and 
:,to Þeacirude doth confiſt in beholding 
ric? the face of his God, to ſee him that 
5 no- hath made heauen and earthe, to (ee 
zywer ſim that hath made him , that hath 
f thefſaued bim , that hath glorified him. 
boſt, He ſhallſee him by knowing him, he 
'rini-ſhall louc him by affecting him , he 
nely.Þall prayſe him by poſſeſling him. 
ce offor he ſhall be A. inheritance of 
r00d,Jis people, of his people the Saints 
11 chejad bleſſe@, of his people whome 
ernall}e hath redcemed, He ſhall be the 
piritsfolſeſion of theire - beatitude, be 
th : ſhall 
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ſhall be the rewarde and recom- 
enſe of that, which they haue ſoe 
onge expeted. Euecnas he promi- 
ſed, when he faicd; I will be thy 
ſurpaſſing greatce rewarde. For thar 
it-is meete, thar ſoc greate a rewarde 
ſhoulde be giuen by ſoc greate a 
Lord. 

Truly o Lord my God, thou att 
ſurpaſling greate aboucallthe Gods, 
and thy rewarde likewiſc is ſurpaſ- 
ſing greate.Neither art thou greate, 
and thy rewarde litle, bur as thou 
art greate, ſoc in like manner is 
thy recompenſe , for that berwix 
thee and it there is noe diffcſ» 
rence. 

Thou thy ſelfe art ſurpafſins 
greate indeede thou thy lelte art 
rewarde ſurpaſſing greate ,thou th 
felfe art the crowner and thfhou | 
crowne, the promiſler andthe proj VV] 
miſc, the giuer and the guift ,rhſ 
rewardc 
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m- | cewarder and the rewatde of cter- 
ſoe | nall happines. Thou therfore ( 0 my 
mi-| God } art the crowner and the 
thy | crowne, the diademe of my hope, 
that] Which is adorned with glorie; thou 
ade} art the light that gladdeto, thelighe 
ate a|thar reneweth , the brightnes Ts 
beautifieth, thou art my greate 
u att}bope , the internall loue and delighe 
-ods,jof the blcilcd, even he, whome 
rpaſ-|they have ftill ſoc muche defi- 
Eatc, red. . 
thoul Thy fight therfore (o Lord) is 
\cr igour whole rewarde, our whole re- 
ix{ompence, and all che joy, which 
we expect, For this is life cuerla- 
ing , this ( I ay ) is thy wiſcdome. 
This is life cuerlaſting, hat we 
nowe thec the onely true God, 
outhþnd Izxzs vs CHRIisrT, 'whome 
4 rh{hou haſt ſcne. 
ze pro] VVhen therfore we ſhall be- 
fr ,rhi holde 
wardc | 
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holde thee the onely God, the true 
God ,the living God ,who art om- 
nipotent ſimple inviſible, infinite, & 
incoprehenfible : when likewiſe we 
ſhall ſee our Lord Izsys Cnrisrt thy 
onely begotten ſonne, being conſub- 
ſtantiall and coerernall with thee, 
whom in the vertue of the holy 
Ghoſt thou haſt ſent into the worlde 
for our ſalvation : Finallic when we 
ſhall comemplate thee, the God 
which att oncly holy, three in per- 
fonnes , and one in eflcnce, brides 
whom there is noe other; then we 
ſhall obraine- that which we nowe 
ſeeke for, ro wir eternall life, cuer- 
laſting glorie , whictr rhoa haſt pre 


pared” for rhoſe rhar loue thee, 
which thou haſt reſerved! fog. 
thoſethat feare thee, which-thoy 
wilt beſtowe vppon thoſe tharſcekte 
. thee, vpponthoſe Fay; which-(ecke 
thy face continuallic, 


VVher 


true 

om - 
te, & 
e we 
T th 
ful! 
thee, 
holy 
ride 
nwe 
God 
| per- 
des 
'n we 
10We 
euer- 
t pre 1 
chee , 
+ for 
thou 
ſceke 
ſceke 
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Y Vberfore & Lord my God, who 
haſt faſhioned me within the wobe 
of my mother, { who bath recom» 
mended meto the pro:efion of thy 
divine power) + permit me not any 
more to be diſtrafted from one 
thing into many , but  drawe me 
from -externall thinges vaco my 
ſclfe ; and from my ſelte vato thee, 
to the end, that my barre may al- 
waics ſay vnto thee, My face hath 
ſought thee, thy face will I ſecke 0 
Loid, thy face o Lord of allpower 
and fortitude, in whoſe onely ſigbc 
doth conſiſt the whole glory, and 
eucrlaſting beatitude ofthe bleſſed. * 
Becauſe to ſee the face of Gcd is 
life eucrlaſting, and rhe endleſſe 
glory of che Saints in heauen, 
-- Ler, my harte therfore reioyce, 
thatic may feare thy name;ler theire 
barte reioyce., thar ſeeke our Lord, 
but much more theitcs , that finde 
N — bim, 
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him , Forif it bea pleaſure to ſecke|. 


him, whata 10y will it beto finde 
him? V V herfore 1 willalwaics {ecke 
thy face with affeQion and deuo- 
tion, that by that meanes 1 may 
eraduenture at 1ength delerue to 

auc-tbe dore and gare of righte- 
\puſnes opened vnto.me, that | may 
enter in-otheioy of my-Lord , This 
is the dore of ow: Lord, the 1uſt ſhall 


enter in thereat. 
A Prayer to the holy Trinitie, 
CHAPT. XXXVII. 
O You three coequall ahd coe- 
-*— .tervall perſonnes one onely 


true God,the Father, the Sonne,and 
the holy Ghoſt, who dweclleſtin e- 


ternitie alone, inthar, light, vnto|, 


which noe man can attauite. VVho 


by thy power haſt layed the worldes 


foun-|_... 


coe- 
vely 
,and 
In-c- 
vnto 
Vho 
des 


2un- 
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foundation , and by thy wiſdome 


doſt gouerne the fame. Holy, Holy, 


1 Holy, Lori God of hoſts. Ter- 
Tible and powerfull, iuſt and merci- 


full, worthy to be admired, prayſed 
and beloued . One God, three per- 
ſannes, oneeſſence, one power,ove 
wiſedome, one good cs , one onely 
Trinitie voide of !eparation . Open 
the dores of thy nghtcouſncs vnro 
me (o Lord) crying varothee, ro 
the end that being entred in I may 
praiſe thee wuh wordes of rhanks- 
giving. 

BehoMde o fupreame houſe-holder 
I ftande knocking at thy dore as a 
pore begger, commaunde that thy 
dore may he opened vn'o me, Who 
haſt ſaved: Knock,and i: ſhalbe ope- 
ned vrto you. The affeAions of my 


groaning harre, and the crying of 


my weeping cics, doc knock art rhy 
dore © Father of mercies. Thou 
WL * 5 knoweſt 
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 knoweſt my deſire, and my groa- 
ning 1s not hidden from thee. Hide 
not then thy face from me any lon-| ca 
ger, neither doc thou forſake me in| be, 
thine anger. ; vnt 
O Farher of mercies,heare rhe la-| of 
mentable complainte of me thy 
poore orphant, and ſtretch forthe 
thy helping hande,that it may drawe 
me our of the deepe waters,. ouroff 7þ, 
the lake of miſery , and out of the 
durte and dreggs of iniquitie, that 1 
-periſke nor before the cies of thy| | 
mercy,and it preſence of rhy infinite 
patience:but ler me eſcape vnto thee 
0 Lord my God , thati may bcholde| ( 
the riches of thy kingdome , and| 
alwaics (ce thy facc,and linge prailes 
. vnto thy holy name, 

Thou o Lord , who doſt thinges 
worthy ofadmicration, who through 
the remembrance of thee , makeſt 
my harte merty, who haſt cn- 
| lighrned 


rrOa- 
Hide 
1lon- 
ne 10 


he la- 
thy 
>the 
rawe 
ut of 
f the 
hat 1 
f thy 


finite| 


thee 
avolde 


 and| 


railes 


inges 
ough 


akeſt] 


t cn- 
itned 
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lightned my youthe , deſpiſe nox 
nowe my old age I beſcech thee: bur 
cauſe my bones, and gray haires to 
become ioyfull and youthfull, like 
vnto the bones and hoary feathers 
of an Eagle, 


The endof S. Anguftin's Suli- 
loquies, that is of the ſe- 
cret diſcourſes and confe- 
rences of” his foule with 
God. | 
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